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Die i5Mercurlj i p • fmij, 1^42. 

IT is this day Ordered by the 
Commons now aflemblcd in 
Parliament, That M . JJh and M. 
Hampden fhall return e thankes to 
M.i^forthc goodpaines he took 
in the Sermon he preach 'd the lafl: 
Faft day but two at the intreaty of 
the faid Commons, and thathebe 
^ defired to print his Sermon, And 
that no man prefume to print it,but 
fuch as hee ftiall appoint, till the 
Houfe fhall take further Order* 

H. Elfyng. Cler/ParL V. Qom. 



I appoint Edward Breypfier znd hbnBurrougbs 
to print my Sermon. SmtonJfl^* 







t!?Sr^ '--_ "i 






^ THE ^ 

BESTREFVGE^ 

•i^ FOR THE t 

*MOST OPPRESSED,! 
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A Sermon Preached to the Honour ^ 

rable Houfe of Commons at their fo- 

kmne Fas't, March ^o, 1^42. 





By SifMott i^Jh Mioiftcr in London, 



Pubiifhed by Order of that Houfe. 




WM-v-aM*^ 





E s A. i6a. 
Jn that JLyJhM this Song befung in the Land of J udab, \^if have 
Afirong City, Salvation ^i/l God apfoinf for JVaHsaniBul^ 
i»ark£s. 

LONDON, 

Pdntedfot Edward Brcwflerzni lobn Burroughs^ 

and are to be fold at the Bible on Fleet- 
Bridge and the golden Dragon neare the 
Inner- Temple- Gate, i tf 4 2. 
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T O X H F 

HONOVRABLE HOVSE 

of C o M M o N s now affcmblcd 

in PARLlAMENTf 

tHe feyer4a CreMvm\ tuxerimg 
totbar/eivfrallipflmStSyJ^kca 

the pre/trydtimt oft^fet'»(U 
Nature hatb tmghthoje "t^hUk 
are*void 9fredo»^U>miikcujt^ 
offiublbeUersMeMnmrn^rcnpi' 
dencebMbpnyided^lheCooieiif^bSohmon) ^^^3*' 
are buta ftfcblcfolkevy«makcth«y thckhou. 
fesiritbcrock. Md^e^fakmnuHctb us, tbaf ^■ 
the high hibarc a rcfiigc for the w ild Goats. , i 

Men m kke marnier aatdby different prwciples h«^ 
iahtbemfchestodgtran^Jinttesrf defence, Ike Pto.i8. 

rich manB wealth is his ftroog City, and as an V'* 
high Tower io his coaeeit,SemeJbrmi thetnfehs 
mdertbeotttbmtyofgreaones, as Birds build in ^an-J- 
tbe brmbes , jmd Bu^s fetk /bddff^P under tb&^ * 
biUgbs^ bkh aBd^rMdi»gTree$» 

A z Wben rf^^ 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 



When Abimelecb encampingagainU Thebez had 
50,5^1^ /*4^«/^, all the men and women fled into the 
ftr ong Tower (bat 'UPas with.n the Cay , 

But the regenerate being rat fed by tbe^irit of grace 
^oyetbe fporldjvhey are carried beyomi^QthingSiOn 
this fideGoitfof the fecwing of their comforts and 
Pro. 1 8. fafeguardiwgofthea-perfom. The name of the 
I o* Lord is a ftroi^ To we^, the pghteous runneth 
into it and is lafe. rnto this refitge(whi:b is aboioe 
nJlotbersya^dbitterfhen^a& others) my Text andrny 
Sermon direG^etbGods opprejfed people. This Text 
9dijudg£d/tafbik^»bett 1 preached upon ity for 
tbentbepjimes began to hek^rihg : the improvement 
nf this DoSirinej is nos» become more neceffary, be- 
caufeour d<mgersareincreafid,andfomefuJpe^ that 
Unghtid is tbre/mted-^ltb a (baaire of blMd, 

Nab. 3. The words of the Prophet Hahumtfl. ^^inefeh 
"• /arenoteabh^ Allthyftrongholdrihallbecliki^ 

Fig-trees,with the firft ripeFigs if they be (hakeh 
they Ihalleven fall. And therefore ouk fouls Jhould 
fay, fometruftinChariots andibmeinhorfes, 
'but we will remenp^er the name ofcheLord oQc 

vf.6o ^^^* ^^^^ us help from crouble,for vain is the 

zi. help of man, PfiS»<r» God had delivered D4Di^ 

■ from the hand of all his eneniies, and from the 

pf.j8.tit hand oiiSaHlybefiiQrefoiTiieip^hanefteddyreferenr 

:. ' ' ces 
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TheEpiftle Dedicatory*' 
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' ces unto hUMa]efiy for future defenie. The Lord ^ j^g^ 
is my R ock and my For trcffe and my Deliverer9 
myGod, my0reDgthinwbomIwilUru(^) my 
Buckler and the home ofmySaivation, and ray 
•hig}) Tower, 1 will call upon the Lord. H<f^ 
much mare doth itwr» coneerne us (being furroun-' 
dedypttb dangers) to make halt to Heayenfor deli- 
'"oeranee, Pcrour hclpeisin the name of the ^ ""^ 

lord who made Heavei»and ■ arth. Tob 3 2 

By^eedjf Bepentanee we run to God^iindiffiie re- .2 3 ,15 . * 
torn utito the Almigbty,he will he our Pefence. 
, Bjf A firme^duciaU adherence utaoibe^^ordofpro- 
mfe ine tnake our abode ^thbU bighneje. Hethiat 
■dwellethinthefecretplaceofthe moftHigh, ,^4/' ' 
(hall lodge under the (hadow of the Almighty. 
1 will fay of the Lord he is my Refuge ana my 
•FortrefTe, myGodinhimwillltruft) heelhajl 
cover thee with his feathers, and under his wing 
(halt thou truft, histruth (hall he thy Shield and 
Buckler* The M.aga\meand Militia of the vorld 
is.intbisCaflleypitbtke Lordo/ HoflsiOnditis ex» 
erafedb) the prayers of bis people,, Prayers drdvf 
forth the Armies oftheUiPtng God. t can pray to my j^^^ ^^ 
father (/4?fi»C/6r//?) and he (hall prcfently ^vc 53. 
roe more then twelve legions of Angels: i. 7be 
MqjisftM from iJda'peh upo» prayer are Angels ^ 

Aj which 
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TbeEpiftle Dedicatory. 
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ffbichtffceUjn flfeHgtk For one ofthsm inwierngbt 
kiUfdabundndfourefcattcimdfivc tboufand fv^H- 
mfmftt, 2. N^hje then csfi^ht legions are fet 
on^orkeby meme$ef^4)cr : A hgtOM is fudged 
tobefixpbotifandFoofaindffl^tikhundrtdHorfii 4C^ 
mdingtoiolmh ^ompvuam this Army ff Angtk 
raijed bjiprof^ is exceeding great, ^, This great 
Army is by prayer fH^afebd from Heayert ittMUh 

( Luther cnUed bk gttane$ andprajjiers Qms and 

mUruments ^Wasre^ Cbriftims in the Arm%j4 

\A9am% Awdmbyprajferpr^aiktdintbGodbatb 

fogiy^ raimfo refrefb th^ Aw andu caSi davufe^ 

bofle'pab tbunderbokt upon the enm^, itberenp^ 

on tbey 'ipere honoured "Vfith that tttk^ Legio Fulioi- 

pf i8.^ jiji^rix. Om^fii^'^fff^fufgefijomi/iifib (ottj^ 

^* ' ^tteite^s0fhis prajerfinpi/ttfisofdaifgtri Inm^dir 

I fire0e ! galled on rhe lot^,i^(p, then the Banh 

14. (hooke and trembled, tbcFouBdatioosaKbof 

die Hils moved and were (haken : There went 

up a ihioake out of his nodriU and fire bur of his 

«(ioiitK4evourcd. TheLord alfo thundredin 

the Heavens and the highefl; gave his voyccj 

hailc-Oones and coales of Hre> yea he feat out 

his arrows and fcacteredthem, and fae{hotoa( 

lightcniogs and .dircom£ued them. Pieces dc 

lachry* 
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Tbe Epiftle Dedicatory* 



SMOfinf (moUMfk Senaioun) I am pevfaiaded \ 
J9U ht Mwell^u^did^ as enp'et 4wf Afftmbly m ' 
the worU, J bg hearts of many tboufands doe daily 
tut you into tbe armes of omnipotency^ and into tbe 
bofome of the Lord ofHofts* This one thought 
( which is much inferiour unto many other encourage' 
meuts) might befuffictent to beare upyour ^irits <i* 
botiettU4^iMli>itSi mkuheaneneoiinteryett in 4^* 
tendinguponthe veHfare of this Church and Com- 
mowlteabkk Tour fehes harpe tafied thefirfl 
fruits of Faflingand Prayer in many-fold expert- 
ences : Be confident there is a full Haryeft behind, 
"Pihich wiilnbundaittbfrecompence all your great la- 
hours and adyentures for God and his people. 

Matt) of my Reyereud Brethren, baye prefented 

jou "Stith their rich gifts, with Tfhich they fer^ved 

j^atyow monthly Fafls : And now I humbly ten^ 

^ermytr^fo Mites^ Toiv' acceptance is my fais- 

faSiiony and if this my poore labour of much love 

. and duty, fball contribute any ypbit unto tbc^ 

tublicke good (at Sfhich I leyelled i^ it ) it T»iU 

be nofmall addition to my joyesi 

The Lord direSi your CounfeU by his •»ife^ 
dome, protect jour Terfons bj his fo^er, and 

'i prof. 
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The Epiftte Dedtcacpry; 



prober' all your '»My endwueurs hylnsiieC 
fing , according to the riches of his gkrisus 
gracek lESFS eHRIST, m T^hom J 



Your Servant in all faitbfuln«fle, 

* 

but in much weakneiTe 



Simeon Ash.^ 
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SERMON PREACHED 

At the late Faft before the Commont 
Houfe of Pakl ia m ent. 



Ps'AL, p.pi 

pii lerdii^oTiitheartfiigcfiirtbeoffrtfediift- 
fugemtimsofwMMe. ' 

His Pfilm* is almofl ahogcthtt 
Euchatifliall, fbritconuining 
twenty vcrfcs, oncly tlircc of 
tbcia atcfpcDc in prayer, 4;. i^^ 
i9i-2o. the other 1 7. arc bcftow- 
ed iBthanlirgiviag. > v-'A 

Andcertainely there is tnuch 
Chtiftianity>muchChriftian ptv 
liiy inweaving and worlting praiicsand prayers into 
'tacii other. For« God is highly honoured by prayer, 
TfJ. Ii«.i;,i4. Whu jhtU J reinkrtuhe mi jir 
H«7 hk hiiufis timrdi me (faith Dtvid) his anfwet 
(oWirna, iwil till lam tie Stmtf lie iMd, > 
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ij Sermon freachedaf the lae Fa[i 
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So Prayer proves the more prevalenr, being ac- 
cot^pafii^d with pc^yii^i beeoufe whcn.«ldiy isre- 
tiitn«d unto X^od fotfa\o«isfbwrc%- afforded, 'His 
. M4JGfti«s ft&m . tkffiigne is fcrv)ed WJl H^ ^ewfwi^i- 

'wherei^Kin'the thankfuH Petitioner may inoft hope, 
falty ««pGft the(f»ediog<^f bk great -pctfeioBs at the 
throne of grace. 

Lctuslearncthispious'policy, this.religious Rhe* 
ttorick in(08r addrcfics iMltp God, (rt'fl&.j toiptcface, 
to put on our fuites «if greatfift ^bnccsniricht wkh 
thartkfglVings tortbe Low, " lor the great xYasgi alrea- 
dy doneamoqgfi K^^bydn»a|^aant;«nd remarkable 
providences. 

TheOccafion of the pratftfs in this Tfdme prcfen. 
ted (as it is generally conceived) was fomc glorious 
gener^lt,dcli.vcraocfetromTomcvrKyde^pftand.de(pfr. 

twciianger, And Toin^lBtefprttcrs con jc^rc, that 
tbekillingof<70//W^and the k«ireithrd«r of the >Fw&/W. 
Hmesy as a confcqucnce of that vi^ory* occafioned 
:^tHiflbp«ttofiholy.$6HfciSKi(* .-. 

One^oufidtofi^ip jaon/^Hl'e, fs,^om thefe words 
•iinth«rtklefirftbcforC'theg/f^/«w, Vi&m (nper tMuth" 
.l4kb$ntL^,fitftr nmtt Jtiiki^j To the chiefc Muiiti- 
>troi(J»nilOtf<f"»£«*^^. .-Mciic Muth \f\ Hebrew. (^ni. 
fics death, and.^^*«»»!tfeeyWJ*tobetbenameoft'<;jt 
'CbAnipion, thit Giafltj -^iM. Mot]fier of men, wlio 
•defied th[dhoift«of (he ItViog God. 

fiwnhf nceimc by the way «vf»th«flgs, 
>i . !T))atthe<iK)<fit^'Qf Gods ifr^thf^ pur (o 0^c 
^fegivtiiadckwn^dlolihek Ohamptons. An Aatit^r^- 
^temparty itifey-bcttef ^pltMkccMewfie, i€ilie t|p«^ 
of tha( &dki«A«(afiKiKd« 

a. That 
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.2^ Titdttfae<fe4(bai4dpir^^ oBlfiiddi t&ieii^^: 
<irawcth ibnli praifcs from the righteous. 
\ In this Pfamety. JO^iii^, that fwece SiBgi* of/fsy/,. 
praifi^GQdi.iMthkMtgftrdo^^^^ i^cfti!! 

«K:elkoek^>whJch bec^iediilbitri, afidsI^iri'Ve- 
, fpcift of the renowned Ads which had befthe*r«aig!rt 

It may be fonie bccre prefenv becaufe of thit 
which I havefpoUmi begift^d^ticA^ mydi(fcietibh 
liithcctkdyiseQfthtftTextthtsd^^ F6t hoW tinfca- 
fionabk Cm^acbeobfeaed) is:aiisbjd9of THiwtkcP 
gtf^iiig, for the fcf vice of bsut humbliflg. Give me 
}eftvc!tfaccrfore(Rigte Ifeis)iirakie)befoit F pirdceedf 
K> prevent thkipi^iidiCG 

Whefcaatfae tfaree duefe ifeivicesof ti)is diiy air, 

i« Hearthttmblingi.> 

2. Humble hopeful! praying. , 
. ^ Confetmtwu£:Covcniitt^retiewifig« AH tfatfe 
are much promoted by fuch a fubje^. 

Foxtl^ fdl'^wlkt medk«fi6ns imjreiiieltitng tb^thaw 
downetheicy, the frozen fpiritstheH Gi^ds mercies, 
Ip^fia&confidcfatwm caomofckifidly^riiOT^ throu^lily 
breake thefinners heart then theexcdlencies and kind- 
oefTesi^f timt God who bath beene by finne di fhonou- 
Kd. 

for the a<^. what arguments wiH more forcibly' 
dr^iw forth the foul in holy fuites beforethe Lordtthen^ 
his abilities tobefteadus in all concernments, and our 
experiences of his re£»itneire to lay forth himfclfe for 
ourcomfort in former titles. 

For the 3^. How fliall a Chriftfan be fooner conque- 
red, togiveupfelfeuntothe moft High Byfolemne 
Covenant, thcnbytheappreheDfiooofchc fuUfatifX 

B 2 f^ 
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faaions ta»l»cc criioyed , ^ in :tf8i«yiBg feU Majc- 

My Text cofltains otic intifePfOpofition. thetord 
mlite 4Ref»fef«rthe9pfreffedmUmi»ftr0ttbU, 

. .\y,h«cin li The Subjed,. i. Tlw^rcdicaic arc 

cpnuderable*' ^ 

' The Subjca hath in it mach fowrencffc, fof icTug^ 
gcftcthttttto us, Gods pwnc people in a fad, in a fufte^ 

mgcmdition. Of frefid Old mpw^f' , 

' The Predicate cofflprizctb more fweetneffer tone 

propQundcth Almighty God as the happicftiiarbouc 
for his poorcvpcoplc to p^t into in flormy weather, or 

rather (thflt I may hold tothe Metaphotin my Text) 
itdireaeth the oppreffcd Toulc notothc fafcft refugeta 
iuainto in daicsof ruinating dangcrt. The L$rd ml 
h 4 rejuze fw the offreftd, a r^t in times of Tw*- 
UeLf ' " 

My TettholdctfrforthtwoTruths, openandappa- 

raht unto every eye. ' '' , , 

i.That trmhleatiJofpreJJhftwaj be:themditi$»efGods 

ttpnefte^liarfeofU. 

?. Thah tU Lord will ie a refifge tattfi hts offrefed 
p£Ofle,i»(im(ifif(>'PuMe.' . \- 

: My purp ofeis to profocateboth thcfc pmats at thl# 
time, being both profitable and feafonabie, I fliall faf 
theleffc oflhe forther, ,bccaureoacly;ilnplycd ; but 
I will be rargerinthe latter, bccaufe openly expreffc* . 
aqd chiegy intended* The inft tmth which craves 
3)40,1, your attention is this, That. oppre/Jic ft and trofihJtmdj' 
be In this vporld the portion of. Gods children, 

.Ifljrthc handling hereof, I lhail,i. Interpret the 
wor^s J a . Cotifirftie the Dodrine. 3. Endeavour to" - 
pk all iato pm<aifc by appUc«ion.. . 
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before the GenmemBwje ofParliamei tt, ? 

There are «. words to be opened. ' -r 

^mt&iopprefd* The otiginall word here uftd TJ^ 
Ifind trapQatcdmholy writ. i. Broken do wn.Ti&M ^4/f K44- '#• 
Jir< hrtken {ir broken us Mtvtte) in the fUce 9ft>t^ ' 
rm,4md covered m wHb the JiiAdmSfdeMh, 

J* Sore broken. Ism feeble and fere hoketf, I havt pf.j8.8. 
tHfed^rM«>» of the difytiiempofmf heart. 

And the fiilncflc of itsfignification, may be fetched 
from the root,whcnc« it is derived,whicb is varioullx _ 
rcftdrciim facrcd Scripture. . 

I. Tocruftii , , /r 

His children arefarre from fafiiy, and they are crnjb* job j^, 
edinthe g^, neither is there Mny to deliver ibem^ 

a. To crufli under feet. 

ro^ruJhmderhUfeei all the frifimrs^the ^axth^ ""» J* 

• 3. To fmite downe unto the ground. 

r/&« wfwy hathferfecmed my fmle, be hath fmtpao f^ '« ^^ 
0j life downe tothe ground. 

4. Tebrcakeintopecccsi 

They bre^die in feeees thy feopleS lord,' K^^^j.- 

Allthefcareapplyable^ toexpreflcthc fa^ condi* 
tion of Gcids fefvants in regard ©jf oppreffion 5 they 
may bee ctufticd by imoUcrable loadcs. laid upon;: 
chein» they may bcthrownc into the daft by the hand 
ofviolenGe, they may be fote broken, broken into, 
pccces inregardof all their outward comforts,^by the 
prevailing power ofctucH enemies. ^ 
' The a^iword4!o be interpreted is TrwA/if'T!?', which 

I finde tranflaccd, 
^i. Affliaion. > .... 

Iff 41 their affi^on, he: wits affii^d.' ^^^'^^r 

. a. Advcrfity. - . . 

Jis1heLordllalithtvhob4threde€medmyfiuliJrom^'ilt^s^^^^. 

:0dp^Jty,y K^, . 3, Tri- 
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' 3. Tribulation. 

i«*»o, 14, Q^^ andcTftmo fheg^is '^hm'^^h^m ihfi^J^ tkm 

deliver pu^ in the nme of jour trilf0UliH$.- 
4^ Diftrcifc* 
pf.iM. TnmydipiftlcaiiedtifentlkLerd. 

S^ Aoguifb. • . 

Gca.4x. We are verily- gmltf conctmin^ ouf ktMher^, h tJ^ 
*'• vfefawfhe^gmfhdfhi^fouhySiQ. 

d* The pangs ofa woman in travell^ 
iL(^ti.i* There 4re my Ujncs filed mth fdf^ey p^imgs kdve t^ 
ken held upon me, 4s the fangs of 4 womdn $hdt trd- 
^elkth. 

And^ it ifr derived of a root whicb fignifietbto bc- 
(iege, and is fo rcndrcd in holy writ, 
ic^jtii. ThtKingof^^hylomKyirmj hefegedUroCilem. 

AH thefe word^ tell us^ what (ore troubles may 
' overtake aiKi. take hold C43 the pcof^ Many 

and heavy may be the the dfii^o^ o£ the geydly. 
They may be purfued, overtalceo^ trampled upon> 
gricvbufly pained^filledwith inward angurffi,. and be- 
fie^ on every fide with tribulation anddiftrefle* 
f^"^ The proofe of the poim folloives> ^j . By Scripture, 
'^ ». ByRcafon. 
By Scripture- 

Firft more generally^ Take notice of the cora- 

p^ plaint of Gods Church. Wherefore hideji thou thy face 

*'****^* MdforgetteB our dffli^on dud our opfrefieu. JPor our' 

foule is bowed dowrn, to the dufk, our belly ^ledveth unto 

If. the earth. And the Pfalmift reporteth thus much. 

Pf-i©7.j9 7 he J or ediminifhed and brsught low through Of pre/f on ^dfi 

fliStionandforrow. 

Secondly and more particularly. The fervants of 
God may be (roubled and opprefied. 
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a . Itvthcir credit^ by falfeandmjuricMas acHcuItaoro, 
^iffuids aikier/ariesch;iitgc6 hm \MKh wurtbewus .mnl 
traitcrous dciigncs, Becaufe of the vcyceofthe ewfHffj Kh^. 

xdid nfauf^ Jky dasfedtd n^Jh^c^ tbmg$sks^ I knm 
pott 

.2* Inthoir.ou6ward'cftafcs:aod pcrfons, /^s by hea- 
vy iimpoficicwos andfOTC cxadioDS, fo^y the c>ppf eC-. 
rfingfwof d^and blooc^ waire. 

The Prophet cJ^«w crycd but in hfeti«K!s> ic*f tb<fQi Am 4a. 
•mbo offTifethe'^f^ere, Mdemfhsbtfmdf Whofildthe ^^*?*.^»* 
^hteom far :fiiver, .md tht fi^rt fi^r :a^A}r€ :4f^€U 
Whe^ldjedtha^ftlvis dawne^tfon . ikathes iaytdt^fkdge. 
And the Prophet lerem^ often (pcakes of the qp- 
pfcfling Swoni reaching Gods Ijrael. Kjdrife and Icm^^.i^. 
itt w goe ^4me $0 our ^oime fooflty imd ; toihe J.jmd:^, 
.imr i^Ativhy fr^mtht oujfrtffmg S.^^^^ : Tf^rfamK^f ";^^**^^* 
itte ^f^rofftng ^vmd they Jhall ttnme tvtf^y . o§$t tc m 

^tofU. * . . 

3* tn^ their ifcailes by «ioIef« .petfccutiens, dri- 
ving^hci»frortitbchoufc;aird worijiip of <3^ 
^be £ghc(h Ibrtbtbis, fad complaim wbepiby tb^ ma- 
lice of W©od4hirfticg ^mU he ^ros. driven ima the 
wilxiti|)«flc when &iiie4iQe;w bavc \Conv${:s*d 



( faith he) ^^c4/^/i of the $pfreffto» ofihewuitf. 

The fore^going verfcsrcU us that attb» time I>4- 
iiuii/^was bani^ed ftom \the publick Ordiaanocs of 
.God iformedy enjoyed. And .in the fellowiag 
Pfalme hr nwikeib the like tjomplaint upon the fclf c 
iameground. 

iMy:g9c Immmmg imMfiofthei^effw of the pf.4j.t,3. 

enemjf 
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tnmy, fend out thy tight ^nd thy truth , let tbem 
tring mce U4t4 thy" hi j Hilt, and to thfTaitr^^ 

dcs. : 

Our ownc times have given in too many « inftantts 
of grievous, bpprcflions of all thcfc kindcs, which 
bavc pincht^d the people of God, and thcrfore I (ball 
not need by way of proofetofay any morc^; 

The C rounds whence it is that the condition of 

Gods dcareft fctvants npay bcthus calamitous arc two. 

tHiAf.i. •* From God Amply corre^lng them for their cvib. 

\ F£ioMo Tchertfare ipas the mdth of the Lordhndled dgainfihu 

f ^ "• 4t. People J K^nd he gave them into the hmdiifthe Ha^ 

^^" • then 5 and they that hmd ihetnrtdcA over them. Their 

enemies dlfo opprejfed them, and they mre brought in'- 

I to fubjeiiion mder their hand. 

That paiTagc in thcProphecy of ifaiah, 1 m^ not 

paffe over in filcnce, bccaufe it is fo pregnant to the 

£ra.4iai. point in hand. This is a People robbed ank J^oyled, 

ithey art aS^f them fnared in holes ^ and they are hid 

in prifin houfisy they are jor a prey, and none detiire^ 

Tcr.a4. reth^firafpoyUandnone faith ReHore. Who gave 

jKob for a jpoyle, and Ifnd to the Robbers^ dtdnot 

'the Lordagainfi whom roe have Jinned? fsr they wodd 

Mt walke in his vrayes, neithar were they obedient to bis 

^%\ Law •• Therefore he poured upon him the fury of huan^ 

^r and the ftrengtb of battle^ and it bath Jet him m 

fro round about. 

Meap%^ a. From malevolent mifcbievous men maligning 

them for their goodnefle. Fw thy fake are we iiSeJ 

J'C44.*»» aS the dayicngf and we are accounted m peepe for the 

flaughter. Why muft Shadrach^ tMeJhack and k^^ 

' bedmgo be caft into the fiery fornace i becaufe they 

would not idolatroufly 4>ow to the Image that was 

fci 
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ieiupiv Whyimift2>4w</ be chrowneintothe Lyons 
Ded i bccaufe hee would not draw hacke from do- 
ing homage and devotion in waycs of holy prayer un^ 
tohisGod. . ! . , 

, The Application of the Point foUowetb, and It 
may fundry wijycis be fcifonably fcrviccable to our 

• Hencewcm?yguc(fi:at the hainoufncflb of finnc> t;/f i,' 
for which weoim^to bchnmbled this dayfatt the foot * 
ofthtfLocd* . . 

, Should we fee a wife* patient atid a lovuig father 
caft his child to the ground, brutfehisflefhand break 
his bones by blowcs, we would be confident the ofi- 
^cc Wife foule 5 fuch a Father is G cd tmto Ks ^co- ♦ - ' 
•pie, andyetthusheforaetimesdeales with them, at 
the Scriptures already cited doe evidently and abun- 
dantly witncffe. Herein confider thccaniage of divine 
-Providencie towards /<0^> though he was tht Fheemx of 
the world for Piety, none like him upon Earth, aman . . " 
pcrfcdahd upright, who feared God and efichewcd 
^llj yet was he opjprcflcd in his eflatc, broken in 
his Pofierity, blemiili'd in his credit, bruis'd in hu» . 
body, and wounded in his Q>irit. And yet marke ia ' 

thishis deplotablecondition what was fpoken for his 
humbling. > Kmw, this, th^ Gtd exAlfeth tf thte Ujji 
$ben thine ini^mty Jtferveth. lobn.tf. 

This meditation may be of lingular and feafons^l? 
ufe tohelpe forward penitential] heart-ake for our fins 
this day. Had we fpoken, ordone fomewbatincoiit- 
.fidcratcly for which the high Court of ParUarocnc 
mi^ht juflly by imprifbnmcnt confine ourPerfon^i-by 
fines ruinate our fort^es4>y fcttipg Uj^upon |bc ■. Pijlo- 
iy^pofb Oslo reproach jUid deriuon, or ]?y painfull 

C rac-; 
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irii^^ing » UMT mem our bodies^ bow would bbfliing 
cover our fices and our knee bones knocke one againft 
^nothf r : Nowmy Beloved our finnesj perfooaltiin^ 
Family (inncs , City finncs. Country (innes, King» 
dobiit: (Jnncs, Pride/ Paffion^Pfodigalicy^^ypocrify^ 
Oatbs, Blafphemy^^ polluting Gods Ordimnees> Sub- 
crilegious laviibing ouc holy time^ dde cxpofe vt$i to 
- mtich more mifery then I can mentipf)^uroo morelies- 
yy appr<r£(ton$ then my language can reach unco : and 
ihall we not be deeply humbled before diviM Majef^ 
if om whom fiich fad things have 'many tbou&nd 
xaHtBy and more then many thoiifand times beene do- 
lervedi 

1^^^ t. Thii^Do^rin0f0mcwhatdirco«rcrethtfcee3Cccti- 
^ding^eacceediiig fad boodfff on of the wkkod jfor dou6<^ 
kfiTe theis c^e is much moi^ unoomfort^ibie then the 
ivorl^ eftate t^at Gods owne People can poffibly fa^ 
iraftiato i Holy Scripie^re dot^h hold forth this hiBor 

jftoy.i u imccy Babdd-.th m^te^M ftult ki reanfifuiod Ut. tkt 

3 1* JEiUfikf h^^ mkhi mm- thimcked Muf, the Smmr? 

The Pi^poSAtBtur fpeaking of the fia:y tryali, 

jp iivhicb the fiidifti}! ia thofe^imes weroputupoti he 
arguotbintbisn^nne?. lbitim& u^ cm$6 tha y^g^ 
mint 0mjt iegma the honfcsf^ Ood, Mdift^fir^Me^ 
^;» 4t usr r»h4t fbsU id thi endcf Pbem vfA$ ciey m 
theGefpeUofGifd. And is there (id& abuBdani realoa 
lamakb-good thifrconcltiAiM. 

I. I^ God a fiiend, a father a(fftift tlltt^fewreljpfy 
whaswiUhedoOfWhen^asanefieQiy he comngevh ao- 

jpHuA med wWifury. PfM thfwehedx be jhdl rw^& faseies^ 
fre^ 4ndlmmfi$Mf ^ddkmUe- (or buraiog) tetnfefi^ 
thii jhdl be the fpttm^ff their c^ - 

thus 
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an angry ]udg€ he commetli io^mnefiietig^tj i^ 
vengeance* and to make ititni mifeirabli^^ ifi 'liht^ my 
gUttering Svtwd, snd.mf h^HtJt tAi MdM ^eiikHtj ^'^ii*- 
^4riU:rtinhr^ewgems€Htmm4inmts, MifHU tmari^*'^**^^ 
thtkf thi^ hMt me«t I wM tnnkf m)H*tihr§m^ ifWt% 
mth'Ut»d,mhtfSimdJff4ltd»tmrtfi^^mdthtmih 

J^itm9g. tfrivrnggf iff0» ^ ^nif,- YtfO' Hvlfi^k ^ 
lcicDca» tdlyaCit you- bavr ikf^vd G6i!s g^cVH<^ . 
menc, obfcured his excd^^axm, cKflionbilMtf hb 
.tame, I befceeh yoobc pcifvatted ftoal< thii^- wiAch 
hath becne fpofcea coTcpenty and^^o am'dtid tWs' d^, 
{&en«niber.tbaiGo«l i^^aUg^. ilfith tS< ivitkeite^^ 
dap ^k'mmoiM bm^intt whtit^ kit S4M>dy h hnth 
■Um bit B»0 4»d miuk it nsd^y he ^4tk pfip^d filr ^ 
Mmifif^fiiifteMtiifdiaik, btifdnimh^iiK^rmfih^^ im-i! 

. I>concliideVhisQreh!NchtheGtf^»glVeM .^ .... 

-h^ I ttmr yimm fm^, mJ^ l^eke niit't 
Uver. •' ■■ ■ "^ •■ ■• ■.■'"' 

.'. ThirdbinatJn£tnii^becff^di^niin<-i^ 
^tnuroitmng, indtxy ftnengtherif -Piitiene^ aMdeir diir ^f*h 
^yeicotPrefiEmes. . Theaamoor of tht Ep!j[(I<? to thfe '^ 
WebrewM makcth thisirnprovenjene'of tfllifDo^^iti^. 

4 clmtd if witneffesy let m rnmie with" pathtyt mitot9e 
f^rtkit iffif^befm ite. THeWlihMfts^6"Wh^'hec ""^«»-«' 
jboth tidFatokce-wiierff Wicivthclr ftfir^ fllMi)^sf,^iiiti|l 
at in the preceding Chapter. .' \'' 

C a upcm 
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mppn our hcajrt$; if wc take notice of a double diflf mi^ 
'jitciKl<;(i»<ii£reren<^b^^eeaotti: fclvcs^and cIio&Aiib- 
jrct? in the Primitive times. 
, ,1^. Qur^jqiTures ate lighter. 
■•'■■'■' ,i. «#.:Tb?ifG«iacesk€ie^hcr. 
■ ;Jpiiff,;t.heiEgricvanccs were- heavier then any.thae 

W^.tbroMgh Gods loag-fuffcrsUiceasyet lye under 1 

H«b.ii. Fwtkj b4i trfdlof crHell mtkings 4ni fcmfginp, 

w.i«,i7 yj^ m<H^i!^>ver ,(f &dftds Mfd impri/otimint, they were fi^- 

pedi they were JAwm afmder^ fi^^, vrith the SwtrJ, 

jhej wMdred 'a^t it$ Skesps-skiMi Ga4re*skmf, tein^ 

deiH$Hte,4JiUSed^terme»ted, 

Secondly, Their worth was greater, then our mo- 

w. J t. ,4efty will fufFer w»ro fay we have yet attainerf : Of 

whot^ itikh the Apoftle) tkt mrU was net wmhj. 

T.Hofc,who were beyond thcwotlds worth, yet w«« 

tbu$ AQhumaaely, thus bdrbatoafiy deak with. Let 

tbls l^e thought upon witballfcribuffleflcf for though 

Chriftian Patience be alwayes aeedftill and comment 

dable; yet mofl: beaqtifiill and feafontble when humi- 

tipkioQ is profefifedand^xpreiTed before the Lord* as 

, _ ,wc 4octbiiday. Thehumhledk4rtswiUdeeeptthef»- 

*^***-*' mjhmeitt ef their imquity. ' . . 

Vfij^. / Thcthongh^ofthertianydiftreflingtrduMes Which 
.;•• .Ciods people ared^^ofed unto in thn. world, may 
, fcrve to abate in our hearts the imaiodcratedc(ire«i 
long lifeoo Eaith. 

. Miftakq^not, for I know thtt'long lifcis adc* 
$rabl<j ^Ifffing, 

y Yet iHould we ay labour to fie loolf* both in 
}|-egard of the 11^9^ of bodily livelihood, and 
life it fclfe. ,.,, ; , . . 

■'■ And doubtle^^puc God codcEtyoan taweaoe u& 

. t 4 . from 
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;froai ihc>orldi % applying wortncwogd (asic 
wcrc)toihcfull Breads of our fwcctcft fublunary con- 
tentments. • 

The Apoftle Paul, by his prifon and bonds was 
brought to this bent, to be willing, at a little war- 
tmg, CO come away from all enjoyments under tljc 
Sunne* . .* 

iJefiretote diphed. PhiU^i. 

Here I thinkc it needful! to give in a double Cau- 
.tiori> that we may efcape a double Rpcke, upon 
which many daih and bruife tbemfelves in defiring 
death. 

* 7 • Doe not deltre to dye in paffion and difcpntenr* 
Herein the Prophet Unah mifTed it very tnucb, when 
be conjei^ured thathis credit might be fomewhat ec«* 
t:Iipfcd>and himfelfe reputed a falfe Prophet, becaufe 
J^/>iw€J5 was not deftroyed* And when the beat of the 
Sunne annoyed his Body, Ht mjhedw himfelfe t$d$c^ lon^t. 
Md fddi it u bttttrfir me to die then f$ Uvc. 

2 • Be not weary of life, through dlfcouiagement of 
fpirit, becaufe of difficulties and dangers cncoun* 
tring you in doing duty* 
In this kind Elijah was tpo blame* 
When lezibell refolved t$ tske 4W4f his Mt^ ht ^ kJo.*^^ 
[dte downtunderd Jmifir me^ and requefitd fir him* ^^ 
jelfe (for for bis life ) thai bee might dic^ &c. 
. TRight honourable > The Lord I belieyc hath 
given you more mafculine^ more Heroick rpirits> 
then to offend in thefe kinds : Therefore inftead of 
enlarging the Cautions, I will give in two Dire<%- 
ions, to guide your pra^icc of the ufc under hand^ 
in both which, you have the bJieflbd Apoftle >^/ 
foi a glorious patceme* 

C ^ I. Let 
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I, Let notkiDgfo much as love to Jcfos Chrjft 
carry your bcavrs out of the worliL 
Phu.i.»|. ihmfcadefintodefartMdto bt withchnfi wkd^ m 
farre tetter. 

And there is good reafon for 4e, itrrefeceiice ta tiie 
Pomt now pro&cudng, becaufeperftd hbeccy fnMA 
the wor A opprciTours^and heavicft oppreffionsis ooe- 
ly to be enjoyed in the bofeme of oor bietftd Sa- 
viour. 

2* When your longings after rcifc muh Qbdftais 
Jboyledup^ arciayfed Kvtnegrefl6eft:hd^ii0»eveiithea 
in lovetoChrift, be content for a timeto bewithoix 
him in Hcavtn, that you may ftilibe. ferviceable to 
him inhis€aufe^and^becoflifercs0fhis fie^le here 

diide Md^eminmwfk jm dU^ fir ymr furthermf^Lj 
Md j0y ^f FiHthi Tba^ fmr rej^fciftg maj. tt $mTS^ 
bomdunt in Jefm Ctmp j^ me^ iy my cmnmrn^ i^^ym 
Ay^itine. 

Now here (Right Honoctr^ble) give me leave to 
fpeake one, word to you^ imd beare with>it^ though 
yp<} account It a digrefltbfik If t^o ^^kA ApeSe 
cqtrld contenwdiykeepe from Hewen fbr a titttir, 
ycafrom-ChrifttheiSlcaven of Heavcn> chat benright 
doe- his ftrvants^ f&m& more fervice in^ the woild^ 
Th«t be you willihgto be withihcidt from i many^ ac^ 
cornmodatiofls-ih your owoe countries, yea ifi/ a- fort 

t tcrbeeftrangedfrom^WiveSy Children^ Neigfabtnirsi 
!;; dtlightfuli enjaymems, tba€ you may ftiTO both 
^ Chunch- and-Commott-weakh in J^§lkmi,^ thm you 
I may honour Icfus Chrift in the happ]i| vrotke of Re;& 
^ forma- 
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formation now in your hands* and in the hearts cf 
all Gods people thrcughchc Kingdome* 

Itadmoniihethusalltotakcupour thoughts fomc- ^-^ ^* 
times with tart troubles and heavy opprcflions. 

Abundant caufc.we have thus to doe^ and we iha 11 
confcflc thus much, if wc confider, 
x.How Heaven (theGodofHeavenltnearc) is in. 
cenfedagainfi us> by our continued andmukiplied tf^ 
bominations ; we fiili heare profane, bloudy Oarbi, 
Curfes> Biafp hemtes ^ tingbg in ot^ eares $ ir^be (I ill 
fee brutcifli drunkenneffe reding and fpcwing in cUr 
ftreets ; The Lords^day is crnnoiondy proted be- 
fore our eyts $ yea though this City be famoM for 
Religioii> yet the firtets an filled widi vain walhiM^ 
and tbe fidds with profane fponings, even during tm^ ' 

tkne of publicl worihip y Kjivmjkdl 1 tm nnjit finr i^^r^ 
thefi tbmgs^ fiuth the Lmd f r 

2.H0W l^Uatideastkarr combinc«3:fi^^ ^ . / 

we eade2v<»]r Re&muttion^ The DeviHrDtrcfc bei, 
caafcbs Kingdons isbaiteiedL Papifls and Axbeifit 
«age,brcau£e: Popery and p wfan c n dfc isi oppiyfed ^ 

And csoriatnly i£ tto Prince of: the ayns^ who al^* 
fo^wovketli lathrhents: oi the children o£ difoboA' 
enercan wmrkeM^r mrfebiefii^faife anjpi AMAic8^«Mfe 
si^cwfu(ions> we (liafttnowbefiire to be oppreicd luV4i.^ 
withihenw 

^ How IftUni is opptnrfled and. Wdi:cd».becauftf 
it ptofeflethi tire Pvotefisuit. Rel^oo. Religion, Rei 
Ngpoo is the root: ofr the qaaaaeil, of thoe: warres^raii- 
ied there. And ^ubtkHe the PapSls> ihvfe Ljn- 
on^ thoTr Beafts of pwy arc ofdie faine ]^im> at 
mmmf af^'Pcmeftanr blond in\ JB^ifim^ as^ in. h^ J 

Imi. They arehisds^ofa fpachawchoiighjilc^rooi^ 
iliidivers nefts* But 
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■ . But you will askc inc>what is your meaning^ wher • 
fore would you have us mind tribulation &opprcflion* 
I anfwcrj This I humbly rcqucft for a double rca- 
fon. I. That fuch a condition may be prcvemedL 
2« that wc iQay be prepared for what in chat kilide 
muft be endured. 

. Fir ft. That wc maybe movedtofeekc the prcv^n- 
4;ion of fuch troublesand oppreifionsas are ready(foc 
.oughc wcknoW;) to preiTc^to rufh in upon us fudde^ywt 
I « By an humble fubmifiion uneo the good pica** 
ffflce of our God,, in an open ingenious aickdow^^ 
iedgemenc of our provocations. 

Malcfa^rs who rcfufe ftubbqrncly to take a 

faire legall' tryatl, according to the Lawes of bur 

Kingdome, muft be prcipred to death. This courfe 

Cod held with Davsdy he did fet him, as it were^ 

upon the racke, where he roared till he refblved to 

Ki*-J« ^^oirfeflc. When I keptfilmce^mj twts wdKcdi^ldthrou^ 

mj rMringdllsheJay iong. The Lord make us wife 

for our owne eafe and comfort in this regard. Let 

us particularly without partiality acknowledge our 

bffences againft our God, and fubmit our felves. 

And the children ofljrael (aid unto the Lord, Wehavi 

ludg. !•. finmd^ d9e thm wfU us whatfiever fetmub g9$dunto tbefk 

^[\ t4 By a fpeedy Reformation. Acknowledgement 

without amendment will be no prevcntioQof wrathi 

but rather a further provocation • Wheras repentance 

may make way for our efcape, when judgement is 

at the doore : t^ndthe^ ftsf dx^ay the fitdnge godt 

Itttio.i^, frem ammg them ^ and Gifds fmle fpos grieved for 

lon-M©. fff^ mfery ^f ifrdd. 7bey tuned jrcm their evilt ipJiy^ 

aad G$d repented ff the eviU that hehad fmd he vsmtld 

dke^ W^^^tt ^^ this be not doae, the Lord ' wiU 

Jay 
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lay on more wdght^ he will puniih fcven times more^ 
and feven times morc» and feven times more, and fc-^ 
ven times more, and feven times more* The pafTa- 

gesinim//VAtf fpeake fully Gods purpofc in this parti- lw«. »^. 
culatagainftchcimpcnitcn% i«,ti,a4» 

Ibefeechyou, Ibcfeech you ( Right Honourable **• 
and Belaved ) Ictnot tinsmy counfellbe difregarded 
^n this great day of our Humiliation before the 
Lord. 

Secondly, That we may make provifion, for the 
better bearing of the heavicft ioades which man can 
or God will caft upon us« 

We daily fee in this City that Porters prepare there- 
felves inftruments, that they may carry their Ioades ^^ 

more eafily,yea Canycrs provide for their horfbacks 
Saddles and fuch like things^that thofe Creatures may 
beare their burdens without b^uifing, and ffaall wc be. 
"carclefTe? 

But how (hall this be done ; 

!• By endeavouring to make and maintain all found 
and whole within. ^ 

Tiiefincere heart will well ftand under great pref- 

fures bccaufe found. Being prefled above meafure# aCof.i.f^ \ 

the Apoft les did joy fully beare the load by meancs of * *• 

fincerity • W hcreas if a bone be broken, or if the flcib 

betorne, yeaiftheskinbemb'dup, andthe place a* 

bide raw, the laying on ofthelightcfl load will caufo 
paine and (hrinking. 

in like manner Will it be with our foules. As lob 
while he maintained his gracious frame of hearts he 
was calme^ though impoveriihed by the hand> of op- 

pteflionV thoi^- made child lefTeby/an. heavy acci^ ' 
dent:but when by fretting he liad galled bis heart^how 

D doth 
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doth he lyc downc, dciirc to dye and fly out (faaoie*- 
fully imder the load. 
!• By (eekifig inrercft in Godtlirough Chrift* Come 

Mat.ii»zS ^^*o me (faith our Saviour) dl jet thiUdn heavy Iddem^ 
Whatfocver our loades arc, whether inward, out- 
^iti^ heavier^r lighter, we muft maketo ChriO: for 
ability to beare them, for he adds and abates weight 
at plcafure : Hee alfo ai^tnents and with-drawes 

lob,i5. J. ftrcngtb according to his pleafure. Without me ('faith 
Chrift) jo» can doe nothings tieither without him can 
we endure any thing. And he onely can fupport the 
finking foule under the mofl: fmaning troubles and 
heavy oppBreffions. Under his wing we fball be fere ei- 
ther of prefervation or fupportation. I will conclude 
this Ufe and this firfcDoiStrine, with the counfell of 
*• • ' the JPfdmiB. Trufi in him at all timesy ie feopleyOnd 
fokre out jour hearts before him^ God is aRefu^ forus^ 
Selah. 

NowthisIeRinthefccondpart of the Teirt to be 
J>rofecuted^ which 1 called the Predicate in the Propo- 
fition, wherein God is by a Metaphor both made 
knowne and made over to his owne people, as dbeir de*" 
fence and deli vcrcr. 

MoB - '^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^ ^^fi'S^ ^^ ^^^^ oftrofd?k. 

In the handling whereof, i. The words ufcd arc 
tobeineefpreted. 2. The Tru;hesintolded.inthci» 
are to be coBfidcred. 

The Hebrew word here rendered Lord is Tdso^ah^ 
ii-gldrious title of our God, the only true God, tifed in 
holy Writ. 1^ Both to tsdvance his Name. s. And 
alfoto&ppdrtandfblaeehispcoplei ' 
. Mx^U mintiat ridith ujm the Beewtts hjhi ^am^! 
ySti^^iirtjoyeekfkehim!, 

The 
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ThcOriginallwordtranflatcd, Mefug^, is derived 3^^^° 
€>farooc, which (as it is rcndred in our traoflations) 
4oth (igoific. 

!• Tofetonhigh. 3^«? 

a. Tocxalt. 
* Behold God €Xidt€thhj his fowet. lobj^.« 

3. To exalt to fafcty, 

T^ /5?/ ufon high thoft that he Uw, thgt thoji whifh lobf.n. 
mottrne may be exalted to frfity. 

4. To defend. . ^ - . 

The mime of the God of \tcoh Mfend thee. vCxo, 1 1. 

Arid I finde the word in the Text divers Way estl?afla-« 
-<4»i in the old Teftamcnt, 

I. Aftfofig Tower. . , . . 

^e name of the Lard is a ftnmg Tower ^ Pwa^iS.ia 

a. Aftrongrefuge. 

Thou art my firongrefugi. , PCyi*?* 

|. AnlrighwalU S- 

The rich mans wealth is hisfirong City^afldM 4» Hg^ *' * 

i^allinhisowm.conceit. * 

4. An high Tower. 

Tho Lord is my rode, &c« mj Imckter, the hrne/fmy 
Sdvatio»,aftdmybtghT>099er. Pi.».'^ 

5. HighFortreiTe; 

Kjindthe Fortrofeofthe high Fort of ^ywMs^dl he 5*:*''J^ 
iriitgdowne, iiC. 

6. Defence. 

V ThtLordisffiy Defence, tcc^ . . 1/ pr.94i«- 

Timfi«. 'The wofid (ignifies the t^pefttyity? the ri^VS^ 
fesfon of tune. The Septuagint rcndci?sit49ght,P>' h^:^- 
ftodf. In good feafons. And thus wefometimfls 

finde it exprefled in facred records. 
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Efa, jo,4, Tiic Lord God hath^iwntm the t$ngue 9f the leaf* 
md^ that I fhpi^td hmvf how te j^eake 4 word in feaj$n^ to 
him that is tpearj. 

This Explication of the words being prcraifed, this 
Predication*, this part of thePropdfition in the Text, 
holdeih forrh 3. ufcfull truthes. 

1 . That the true God is lehovah. 

2 . That God lehovah is an incomparable Refuge to 
his opprcflcd people/ 

3. That the Lord lehovdh will be an incomparable 
Refuge to his opprcflcd people in the fitceft fea- 

fpns. 
* The limits of time fet for the boundingof my Dif- 
courfc will not allow me to fpeake unto thefe obferv-9- 
tions fcverally, and therefore i will only hdtn jupon 
-* the 2^. beingthc prijidpall: iotheprofeciKiaaifrtier- 
of I (hall take in fome things cofifiderablc in the two 
- other, as the Lord (hall direct 
^ <^S. That God Ichovah is an incomparable Refuge to hit of^ 

^fftfftd fiofk^: 7^ L \ \ • 

There are 2. Branches in the Doftrioe*. "^ 

1. That God is a Refuge. 

2. THat he is a Refuge incomparable. 

In the handling hereof* i-.I will proVc bothr the 
branches diftinaiy, 2- I will apply them joyntly^ 
^Kifuf^ T'fic Lord Will be sRefige.; The Greckc^tbc La- 
MlApuyn. tine and the Englifh word, all hold forth the fame ^ 
thing. A place to fly backe unto. • 

The Metaphor feenacstobciakcnfrorii the, Camp, 

fr6m warrc, where it is the mahncrofSduldiersr being 

beaten backe by aaovcr-po wring enemy 1 to retire uofr 

ta fome place of iecurity and defence. 

Now fuch a thing is God lebovjd^ unto bis poorc 

people. 
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people, ovcrpowrcd and opprefTcd by thcilrcngih 
and violence of their enemies. He is a Caftle, a FdE- 
trcflc unto whom they may, URto whom they muft re- 
tire, rcipairc for defence and fafety. 

For the general! proof of this fi« ft Branch^ you may 
pleafetoobierve, ,( 

1 . That God himfelfe promifeth to be the rcf ogcof 
hrs oppreffcd people. . 

For the cffrefficn ofthefoorij for the fightng of the pCii.5. 
mtedy 5 notp roiU I arife^ Jstth the Lord^ I witlfet him 
in fdfetj from him, that fuffeth at him (or would en- 
fnarchim.) 

2. That his oppreffed fervams claime and cbal- 
knge thus much from his Majefty. 

O lord my Brength andmyfortreffe^ and my refuge m . ^ 
thedajofaffUmon. . • "^^ 

Thou art my hiding flace, thou fh^dt Mferve mejroim PCji^jk 
iroublty thoti jhdltcomfaf erne diout with Songs of VeUvi* 
ranee. Selah. 

More panicularly> it may be of good ufc for uS; to 
confider that the hoJy Scriptures doc givqmore full 
witneffe unto this truths ^difcoycring unto us. Thae 
God is a refuge unto his Servants in regard of all kinds 
of annoyances which moleft, all dangers which threa- 
ten them, r 

I. Wheii clamours and out<ries.are made after 
them* When they arc wondced ar , as Gtwlcsr by 
the chirpings and chidings of other birds. 

i ama )»onder unto manyy hut thou art my firotog p^^i^j^ 

J^^f^g^* . . ^ 

a. When infediious killing difeafes arc fcatrcred 
round about them*/ mB fay of the Lord^ he is my Refuge i*'9« Aj 
jtndmy Formffe, befha&dehver thee from thi noyfome fe^ 
ftilena.Scc. D 3 5. When 
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3. When bloudy perfecutors are (lirred up againft 
them. 
pf.i4>tit When D^id by the violent purfuit of 5W was 
^*'^'- compelled to take Covert in a Cave, (hec faith) / 
h^ked on mj right hdnd and hebtU^ tut there t^as n$ 
mm thdt would know me^ refuge f Ailed me^ no man ca-^ 
red for my Joule ^ I crjedto thet Lord, I faid, thon 
Mt mj refuge. 

Perfecutions are fometimes compared to the fcort- 
ching heat of the Sunne ( t^atth. 15. 6. ) and in 
that cafe God is a Refuge to (hadow them. 

And fometimes Perfecutions are compared unto 
tempefts or ftormes (OUatth.j. 25,17.) in that cafe 
the Lord is a refuge to (helter them, 
.fib If ^ ^^ H^ ieene a firength to the focre, 4 firength to 
the needj in ha dijlrefe^ a refuge fhm tin ftcrme, a 
f>adff0 from the heoNy when the Uafi of the terrible ones 
^ 06 afiifrme againfi the wall. 

The 2^ . Branch of the Do^rinc remains to be illu- 

'ftwted, Thdt Cod is s Refuge incmparahle. tWc may 

' wcH call this Refuge, Non-fnch. For certainly there ts 

fiot any other like uatb it. He is a refuge and a refuge. 

A rcfugexari^owp for excellency, as the fullneflc of 

the Origtnall word (cxplaned) doth intimate. 

And this may appeare in 7. particulars 3 thtee vher- 
<6f are hinted in the word tehovak. 
pf.t;.n. i.-Heis the higheft,thc AH-commanding rcfiige. 
lehovah u mofi high ever all the Earth. In laying 
open the Origrnall word here rendred Refuge^ you 
heard that it (rgnifies j K^n high wdl, an high Tower, an 
4ngh Tdrtfffft. 

AH high Towres arc over-topped, and all Caftlcs 
Jte commaindcd by this Refuge: The greHteft Moun- 

taines 



^ 



taincsarc a$ Vail eyes, as Molc-hils under the lofd 
lebovah. No lopg Laddcrscan fcale this high xvalKNo 
Arrowcs of the ftrongeft Archer j no Csrnons of the 
mightieftWamour can reach this high Towre. Vn- 
der the jh4d$w ^fthy mngs ffajth Dwii) i^iU I mske ^^^^'^^^ 
my refuge J untill ihefe caUmities ie eierf^fi. Ard he 
addeth? / wll cry unto Ced mefi high. Be thM exal^ 
ted C$d abc^e the Heavens. 

And the Prophet in his defcrlption of th^ Lord, Efa.4*.i», 
haih rhcfe i^preffions. The Jnhabitants of the Bank »}f»4» 
are at Grajlioffers. . ffe hringeih the Princes . t$ nothtngj 
he muketh the ludges of the Earth as canity. He fhatl 
alfi hlow upon them mtd they Jhall wither^ and thc^ 
whirletpinde JBall take them awof as ftubblc^. 

2« He isan indepeodcfK Refuge. The glorious ti-* 
tie uh^ tels U5> tbat our God is the God of Seibgs, hav 
viog his being of atid from himfelfe. What weold^ 
you tbinkc ( Bdovcd j of a Caftlc which could not? 
be prejudiced^ thougb.all foyle fhould be digged up^ 
under ic» (houghnowafersfl]ouldbe.fu£Pered to Qovp 
tmroir^ though the pa(Tages for all provifions (hoiatd 
l>e block'd up (lom it> though tio Sun^ no fhowers^ 
m influences of Heaven (hould fall upon ic 

Now fuch a refuge is our God Jehovah, for he can^^ 
tieither be damnified nor advantaged by any cresfure, 
aay-courfe, ainy combinaHon whAtfoev^r. If thou^ 
fmne^^ vfhat d^ thn again f. him I etif thy tfanp ]^^^^*^^ 
greffions he multiplied^ i^J^do^ thou unta him i if 
thou heeji righteous 9 vshat gi^efi thou him ? or what 
rcfieiveth hei oftkinihoit^* . 

' 3. He is a never-falling, a never-failine refuge^' ^* Efiuieu* 
the liotiJ, l^hAs^Ut^tU^wgjhengih^ or as the 
6r|gwj4iH9p(»fiy/i^ thcJLo$d]eihQv^\i is the ro^ke 0' 
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sges. No batteries can beat downe or weaken this 
Fortreflc. The longett ttaft of time cannot demolifli 
or ruinate this place of defence. Here the words of 
Ulipfts the noian of God are confiderable. LordtkM 

W. fo.i. f^p beenC'^ur dmlling flace in atl generdtions ( or a« 
. the Hebrew expreflcth it) in generati$n and gt^ 
ntfAti$n. What our God hnh beenc at any time to 
his dittreflcdj endangered people, that he is and will 
be Without alteration : Forheisaftrong^ftable^ ever- 
ftanding > unmoveable, immutable refuge to fecurc 
and fafeguard them» who are his by peculiar Cove- 
nants . 

4. He isthemoftcapacioas refuge. Gods im men- 
(ity is roomy enough to receive all commers. 

lokii«7. , canft thon by fearching finde MP Gody Canfi thon 
fndc wi the K^lmghtj nMo ftrfiSHon^ lU u as high 
dsHtoMn^ lifhat canfi thou d$c^ deeper then Hell what 
etanft thmt know. The medfure thereof if longer then the 
Edrthy and broader then the Sea. Whereas Caftles 
on Earth may be fo crowded with companies, that the 
laftcommers are compelled to lye out of dooresj as 
Beeshang out. of the Hives mouth on heapesi through 
wantof rx>ome within. Although many millions 
more then ever will make unto the Almighty^ fhould 
creepe itlto his bofome^ yec no one could have occa- 
fion. t;o complaine of being ftraightned in him. The 
Eanh^is not fo vaft to entertaine more Inhabiranrs, as 
our God, who is infinite and beyond all dimenfions^ 
to give (belter unto all thofe who flocke unto him in 
day es of danger. Doe not If II Heavtn dnd Bartb^ 

^^^^i^^fiithtkeLorZ 

54 The paiTagc to this Reft]g(r i^i mc^ft fafe and paf- 
fable« . Although our fips had blocked up our way 

(o 






to God, and had made fuch a reparation betwixt his 
Majcfty and our poorefoulcs^ that our approaches to 
hira might have bcene perilous to all eternity : Yet 
liow Pfe hdfve Iwldnejft ( or liberty ) t0 enter mte the HtU., 
HoUeft hj the bleed of tefus^ bj anew atid livingway^ «9f»o* 
which he hatjh cenfecrated fir fis , through the vaile^^^^^^^ 
that is CO ^^yj^uflefk . In whom we h^ve ieldnes W dc^ 
ce£e ivifh eenjidence^ by thefdth efhim. U^ 

The Lprd our Saviour hath caft up fuch a cauf- way 
(as it were) to Heaven, that we may well travel! thi- 
ther from ^11 Coaftsand corners of the Earth : we may 
fafelyfailc through Chrifts bloudinto rhebdfomeof 
the Father. There are no boggs,no fands to finke us, 
no Annies to cut us off in ourapproaches unto God for 
fafety in ftormy>troublefome times. 

6. God is a refuge, ever and ever jrwhere at hand. ^,^c^i. 
. • Ged is CUT refuge andjlrengthy a very f re fern helfe in 
^0»ble, Which is not only to be underftood concer- ^ 
ning the prcfencc of his EflTence, but of his fpeciall 
providence for their proredioB. 

My Texttels us that he is a refuge for tie ofpreffed 
in the feafons of trouble : God is not oncly once, but 
al wales feafonably prcfent with his opprcffcd people, 
for markcthe words, in the times^ not at one time on- 
ly, or only many times, but in the times, in all times, 
all feafons of need. Thisconfideration the Church ier.i4.t. 
ofGod took comfort in.oM^^<?/^^#/(frael, the Saviour . 
thereof in the time of trouble fit in thefeafi^n of dtftreje. 

Whitherfoevcr God by his Providence carrieth his 
people^ there he vvill undoubtedly be a refuge to ^^ 
them,botbfor proteiftionandprovifi. n. 7%u^ faith X* * 
the Lordy although I have cafi them farre off among the 
Br4then, afid although I have feattered them dmong the 

E Coun^ 
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C0m$trks^ jftff wiU I h t$ tktm 4 littk S^t^arj m 
the cmmms what thefjh4&i$m€^ 
And the Apoftte P^wteporting Gods UifpcDfiRions 

s Cor^io- towards old tfr^d^ fpeakeih in this masher. Tbey 

4* drmth( i^thM. j^irimdU reaht that f^lhwed tbtm f of 

weat with rhem) snd ^d$ Ri^h wtu €hnft. 

S^flie sioflifig opon thci^ words, hy$ thee the wai- 
ters which flowed irodi the Recke did in a fircafttc 
^ilow the ifrdiUm in their journ^ fef their refre(htng« 
But diis I take to he the true {aeaning of tiie Scripttite. 
That in all their temovais, according to their various 
secdfitiesr. the Lord was (till at hand fot theit Cupjfy 
aadfafcty. ^ 

Ccii.17.1. 7.Heisthcbeftiumlflicdiefi^- The Lord is JRt* 
JhdJddi, Godi^ll^fuff^^f^j perfediy abl<9 to Ikfsfie 
allfouies with all a>!icentmenes to all eternity. 

That which fully aafweretfa tiKo ail 
ons and comforts whatfoever, is to be found in €od 
oi»r Refuse. Hei^ the Promifc to the upright mafi^ 
recorded by the Evangelicall Prophet is very confide^ 

$fiu«. I K ^«^* Hi flhdl dmu m high (ot in the heights) i^tk 
fliict t^fDifmci (haH k thi Mftmmns rf Mnm^^ iread' 
Jbdt h given Bm, his waters fhdl te Jme^ Aye not 
the wm*ds both fit and fiiU to exprelfe and prove the 
particular under hand. 
In this harbour the heart hath the gfoodlieft pro^ 
, fpeds, the fiilleft pr&vifions, the [(aleft^ prote^Sions^ 
Here the foule ficedctbupon thefwoeteft Cbrdiak, ta^.. 
keth the quteteft) oaoft refrefliic^refty the Bowers» 
the WalkeSi the Gardens* the beds ot Spices, the 
All-delights« which the fpiriteojoyes in toe boiome 
of (he Almighty* 

K*73-u^ WilijbHhcateI)^#ifrjHdgeqKir> 7^^ htm fm 
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Hunim hut ^>u^ tmiibtrtit tfmnptm Egnik, tb»t t 
dtjire heffde tkee, G»d it the firmgth 0fmf heart tmd 
mjf*ftiB» fir ever, 

Inthe befiiinated Cafiles in the world, there is 
fomedefoA in foaiahtng oeedfoU ov defireable : ei* 
^ercbeayre, or the water, orthefoyk^orthendgh*' 
bourhood doth annovj either food, or fewell, or . 
iiriendi, cnrfomcwhaiene is fearce or wanting. BtK 
«i Qa& there is do darknefie»tx> diTcoinfortyOo dHcaie, 
no death» no defed at all. 

* Bydicfc7.particalars (wbidi T hafve briefly potfh 
ted «t, ipA which yotir owoe Meditations may profits* 
^iy e^at^e) I hope 3F0U be ««>cll (acisfied and (etled in 
the nsotb uoder hjuid, T^tf lehovah «r m inctmfsraik 
Htfi^emiHhktffrtfedPeffU, 

The AppKcation o^tbis Do<lrif),now cals for yout 
9iremo0. In the nuking whereof I ftall faithBiIly cn» 
^aiwcwrw befcnrtceabte onto your foukk by afetuv 

■rK^dmenition, 
t' t a tnr i j'Reprehotfytt, 

^Exbertam, 

1. vjldmnutiw. It wameth all men totalce heed of ^fi t*' 
opprefifeig. VfikKitigSMemmfv^gt&nh the natu- J"****-'* 
taUnefle of this inference. Rebnotwefeere hecMffihe 
4f f*9M» netther o^reffe the d/fii^ied in the gate. For ■' 
fheLltril mttptesae thetr €4»fet and (^oyle thefede ef thofi 
«{wr ^ledthem. 

And the feafonablcndfe of this Caveat will be coiw \ 
fei&d, ifthednty of thisday> and the quality of my ^ 
Aoditours be confidered. 

We are aJfemblcd to kecpe a 'religious Faft. And> 
fs iMt thk the F^ft thmt ihJrve eh§^ ( in^ the Lord) tSi^tfi. 
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u l^fe the bdnis $fmtkednefey t0 undn the heavy Imr^ 
denSi 4nd u Ut im offreJfcdg$efiee, snd that yeehrtakt 
every yeake. 

ThcpctfonstowhomI am preaching are men of 
high place, great power and much authority in the fc* 
vcrall parts of this Kingdome> whofe cemptatioa it is 
tobeopprcflburs. 

In the enlarging of my dehortation from oppreffion^ 
I humbly crave leave to give in, i. Some aggravati- 
ons of the finne. 2. Some diflwafioQS from it: I fliaU 
.briefly aggravate the fin of oppreflion under 5. heads, 
lob I ^^^^9 ^^^^ ^he perfons oppreifing. i, Whef$ they 
***'^ are thofe wh$ herein offend sgainfi the light. Althougli 
they know divine prohibitions and menaces againil 
this evil 1, yet they zSt it. You remember the words 
Rom.f P^^h^ Apoftle here applyable. Knewing the judge- 
^i.& i!i. F^^^ df God (jhatthey whq dee fach things are werthf 
sf death) yet doe them. Therefore art thott inexeufMc 
man v^hofoever thou art. : 

2. When fuchoppreflc, their inferiours, who doe 
much complaine of oppreflion from others. There 
areCountry Gentlemen, who cry out of heavy oppref- 
fions in Weft minfter- hall, and yet they tbcmfelvcs 

i doe grinde the faces of their Tenants by racking rents 

1 and fines at home. Uato thefe I will only report the 

i^ooj^j^^j judgement of the Apoftle P4W, Therefore art not thou 

inexcfifaOle a man^for wherein thoujudgefi dnothcr:fhm 

con^emnejl rhy /elfe, for thou that judgejjty docfi the fame 

things^ 

3. Whenmendefr^nedtodoe lufticebv vercue of 
their callings^ yet dealc injuripufly. The Pfalmift ag- 
gravates tbe in jufticc of ludges by this circumftance. 

it«j.2,$. iiov^ his^mll yi (ye who fit 60 )udgc others) 7111^ 
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^ffjtiy. They hw nat nather mil they underjlmd^ 
thiy walke in iLff^heffic, M the fouhddttMs of the edrth 
iort 0ut 9f€$Hrfe. And that paffigc of the Prophet /- *^*- ^'^^ 
faidh^ is rraiarkablc. The Lord locked f$r Indgtmt^t^ netPO 
but btholdofftepion y fi^r Right eotifiaejfe, but heholdacry. 
The Hebrew word tranflated opprcffioo> fignifies a 
Seabb or a v^ound^ ^ndPiJiator gives this note upon the 
p\acCf IudicesiffftsrScaUeimolefiifitrjt0ppre/u. When 
the opprcfled people petitioned the Judges for relicfe, 
-they caufed their condition to become more painefull 
and grievous. - 

Secondly, from the perfonsoppreifred. I. If ppore, 
the hem of Salomon, \s obfervable. Enter not intptke p^.^. ,^ 
^elds fftht fathtrkjje^for their Redeemer ifjrwg^ ife n. ' 
mil plead their caufe with thee. In Nathans Parable *^^'"***- 
that oppreflGon is judged very grievous, \ybcnhe who/*^* 
had an herd and a flockc of his owne, yet tooke from 
the poorc man his one, only>fingle Ew-lambe. it is 
an heavy opprcflion, when poore men are neccflStated 
to fell their working tooles and* to pawne their beds 
and wearing apparrell. . ^ 

%. If go6\y* They eate up my feofU (feiththeLord) ^^'"'M.-^ 
as men eate up bread. Uuto the palates of fbme, 
no morfels are fo fweet as the bloud of the Saints. 
And Ood will give them bloud to drinke for they are 
T^orthy. 

?. If the wrong re^ch many. They opprejfea man and Mic».u 
bis houfe, even a man andhts heritage^ fait b the Prophet. 
Our Patentees jMonopolifts & other men of that make, 
may juftly be caft under this loading ^aggravation. 
^ Thirdly, From the qiwliry of the things wher- 
in people are opprcfled. The A poftlc faith cxprefly, , ^^^^ 
Thain^ nfonpofildopprejfe or goe beyond any Other in any 6. 
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rfc^. Yctareebcr^^aggravitiowtogrcaccn rhrfiti 
of opprrflion, from the worth of rhe matters whcT«- 
intfee wrong is offered • i . It is a cuffed coorfe to 

cnifl) ptfopK^ m their outward dYarcs* C^i^feJ is he 

Dcut.i7. *^^^ rim0wthhis mig^i^urs L4f$d mmrh, mddl tke ]pM. 

27* fU ^Jl f£f^ ^mm^ a« But to ovenbrovr mens 

civiil iibcrticwmd tobnng thcmintdilavtjryts a&tue 

^ ****^ greater ifljury. Mtn mith forest frmmes ^fmomy (or 
loflg fervice) $kMmt freedome. j • Hb w heavy tiwn 
is that opprei&oa which excendeth to the blow and 

Vvos.s.x$ lives of men. Their finnc is bainous, who kuBtfir 

^^^^i* ^pnciousUfitfamanShnfir skim Mi 4S th^r dman 
ifmh wtll he gft^fnr b$s hfi. 4,The worft oppfeP* 
ifonof afiother> h that which {Hiichcih upon the fm^ 
fnortall fbfi{e. That accufation charged opati j?4^i. 

*«^' ' ^- /w, for «Mi/)Bi|^ mergkmdife $f tke fiales tfmen is ladk 

**''^* intolerable. And how farrc this fault is chargeable 
vpon (bch who pc^loB or ftarve fodes by impo^ 
itng Popifh Innovations^ pointing Gods Ordinauice^ 
inhtbitiug Sermons^&c. I (tferre k to your juc^^ 
inent* 
Porurthlyi fronfi tlie ends aimed at in #ppreflion« 

l^ov.^30 tJ^f^f^^^wJef^ifi^ntheeft {faith rfiejieale^ 

t$ fdftsfiehk Jmle. Butifamanifa llopprefleothersr 
to f atisfie his owne lufts, this circumftance niaketii an 
addition of very much guilt* i . When through co- 

Vto.\ui6 v^ooftcfTe, atnirfl: after money, AmMdoth^pfre^t^ 

. tncrta^ riches. 2. When through bruofli Senfu^ 

ality 9 to pleafe the pmlare, and to fill the gucs> they 4f^ 

^^ ^"^ . fre£e thef09reft)ing ilring mdUt m drinke. . 3. v^' ben 
men tranfponed by the fpirit of revenge, opprefle 
others, purpofely to eafe their ftomackes,andro pcmier 
ferththeh'gall uppnchem« As itwas with^^wwi^ia 

fccking 
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Ibeklflg to <mi(h not <9tily }im^eM,\mx^\^t Nation 

<rf tJic |ewc8. Thus men naAcfrtvi^M fir the fiejh.tf Ro. i ; . i4> 

/V*f/*f rt ^ '^ '»/^f ^f*f 'li^jwhich b a pradifc fl^i^ 
aiMl abotBifiabk* ■'^*'" 

Fifthly > from tHe manner of nwnnsgJngtWs ftwie 
of opprcffi#n. If men oppreflfc only in fcact, as be- 
lie afnamed to owne their injunoafnefle (as tk thtefi 
fmjU^kfi* tUnigh^ the hvk is lelle hmnous, thett 
when thtj ^e^trrufimd^idcewi^ktdljcmttTmi^ff-' 1^1,14.14 
ffeffm,^eitAe hfiiij, tndtU their p$t»th 4^njt tht he4*. pf.7 j.8i9« 
wiu^, imdertaking to (attsfie and maintatne ads of vs^ 
rlghteoufntfle. When Lawyers ar the Barr plead for 
opprefUbny Judges on the Bench jttfttfie b^ Mniftets 
in the Pulpits preach fot it,aod Dodorsln the tlhivcr- 
fiiies ^pute and determine to> defend it. 

And here IhumHy referre it toyourwifedomesto 
cohfider> ivhednec om Prelates have not beea (of late 
efpcciaUy) thegrandoppref!brs of the Kii^dome,ac- 
^fdingto moft,if tiot afl> the aforsnamed aggravati- 
ons. Hxve not they been great epprcfTors both in 
Church and Cpmmon*wealth >: What County rwhac 
€3ty,wh« Towne> what Village, yea what Family>i 
(}had ^oAiaid)wfaatperfenia the Kii^omc^^hi 
not in one kinde or other, in fome degree or Qth9> af 
oaetimflrorotber, beene opprefledby them f lliey 
. and their ofiicetSyby citai3ons^enfiires>exaAbns have 
l^eh Catfaolickeoppreflbrs. How many weahhy men 
iMvelKen cmjhedby their crudity <( How many poore 
Bmnilics have beentuinated by their Tyranny «r And 
Hre(eech you to confider, whether the mod pipus, 
both among teachers and people , have nctt: met 
with The liardeft meafutes ^om their heavy hands. ' 
^ks,i3m I HowBUkny faichfitfl Mmiftcnhav« they^ 
- filcncedf 
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iilenctd 1 Haw many gy^cious Chriftiaos have they 
excommunicated ! How msny Congregations have 
thcyii^|vcd or difloived in thisj^ingdom I For the 
prooTeor all this> and of more thcnjll thisjappealc; 
unto the many Petitions, prefenred to this honourable 
Parliament* Andthefeareno fmall aggravations of 
th^fe and other like their pppreffions? chat they call 
tnemfclves the Fathersof the Ghurch,and areaccoun* 
ted more knQwingnicn thfn their brethren. 
' I have done with the aggravations of oppref&onJ 

The diflwaiions, from opprcflion follow, fomc of 
whicblfliall briefly fuggeft qnder a .Heads ^ 

^0 K:^bfnc0mmdo. 

Firft, the efchewing of oppref&on will be comfor-. 
table, 1.' It may be fome evidence of a regenerate 
eftate. Gods people are called His mtrcipll ones 
*^*PT (For fo the Hebrew word ufually rendred Saints, in 
' the booke of Pfalmcs doth prope^y fignifie) becaufe 
the tender mercies oft he Almighty (bed forth abun- 
dantly upon ihem, doe leave a cotxipaffionate franic 
upon their hearts. The Apoftles Argument is preg« 
nant to my purpofe. ^^s the eleB$f G§d^ hdj Mdielo^ . 
CoL }•!!. njcdj^ut on hivels of mercies. And the example of 
die Qaoler expreflech thus much. How did the com- 
mlng in of conquering grace change the man> from 
churliih and cruelUto kinde and companionate, a. le 
will adminider boldneiTe unto us, both before God 
and mem The Prophet Sdmuel is a good prcfident to 
I Sam.ii. prove it. Behold here I dm^witnejfc dgdnjl me hefcre thi 
^^ . L ord, ivhom have I deJrMded, to horn bdve I oppreffedyScc. 
C^ndthej (kid, thou haft not defrauded us ^noropprefed 
U4. 3. It may hopefiiUy intereft ns in the fpeciall 

providence 
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providence of God for our protedioo and provi/ioQ 
in the times of our need. For obfcrvc Iiow divine pro- 
mifefpeaks^ Hethatdej^tfeththe gmneif ^pfreffi^mfie Efa.jj.iy 
flidR dx9ti m bigh^ his fldce 0/ defence J1)aS le the muni- *^- 
fte»s$f rocks Jntead jkdl be given him, bisTvatersjhdUie 
fare. 

Secondly, the fruits of oppreflion are many and bit- 
ter unto them who praftifc ir, I will point at fome of 
them. I. It faftcns a blackc marlcc of gracclcfncflc 
upon them who ufe it. That padage o^ the Prophet 
is confiderable. He is C^noM (fo I render jt from the 
•Origtnall with the approbation 6i good Interpreters) ^^^^ ^T* 
The ballances ef deceit are in his hand, he Ipveth to op^ 
frefe. You know by what exprcflion Ezekrel fug. 
gefteth the condition of men unregeneratc, 7 by birth 
snd thj nativity is $f the Land of Canddn : Andfuch E*c.«6.|: 
iiaithffofed) is the eftatc of men, of Merchants pra* 
diitioners ui opprcifion* 2. It expofeth unto the ma* 
ny and heavy judgements of Almighty God. This 
(faith Tcb) is the portion of 4 wicked man mtb God, and , 
the heritageof opprefforsywhich they JbMt receive oft%eAU * *'**^ 
mighty. In thefe words, firft oppfeffors are Bran- 
ded for wicked ones, as was before touched. Bur paf^ 
fing that, let us enquire what this their portion is^ 
which they muft inherit from the punifliing hand of 
God i I will in few words propound it, from the fol- 
lowing verfes : God will cdft upon him, snd mt (pare, he ^▼««'«*»» 
would fdne fee for in fleeing he would flee) out of his 
band. Inhiseftate, Though he heap up fiher as the 
duB ^and prepare ray ment as the clay. He may prepare it^ "^^'^ **'• 
httti^jufl pall put iron, and the innocent (hall divide the 
Jilver. In his poderity. If his children beinultipty* 
id, it is for the fioord^ and his off firing fiall not be fa^ 
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tcr.i4,i8 f^^pd^^^ tread. He Imildeth his hewfeasa^M$th^ muids 
4 BMbfthdt the Keefer msdceth. In his per fon, both isu 

ftr.i0,M* ward terrors, and outward rdTic. Terrors uke hoUm 
himy44 waters y A temfefifiedeth him away in the night. 
The Eajt-winde carrieth him away and he def^tethy and 
as a fiorme hurleth him out of his flace. In his credit 

▼cr.i}. amongft men. Men (hall clap their hands at him^andjhall 
hife him ottt of his fUce. 5 .Thcfe oflPendors cahoot 
be concealed : For as their finne ringech in Gods cares, 

lam. 5,4. and calleth for vengeance. Behold (faith the Apoftle 
lames) the hire of the Lahot^rerSyScc^ cryethyand thecryes 
are entred into the eares of the Lord ofSahamh. So the 
Lord himfeife uodercaketh togive in evidence againft 

MaL].5« them. / mil come neare to yon in iudgemcnt, and I milt 
be a fwift mtnefe againit thofe that opfrejfe. And will it 

^ ( not be fad, when the Judge (hall be a witncflTe ag^Siift 

the prifboer at the Barn 4. At the laft day^ the 
fentence againf); the opprelTors will be unfpeakably 
heavy. Yoo may guefle at it,by an Argument, a «tf- 
nm admajnsy if you reafou from the lefTe to the grea- 
ter, from thofe words of our Saviour, Mat.ij. Thet^ 

^"?'i fi^i^^fay to them on bis left hand,Def art from meyecur^ 

4 -*-4 • yj^^^i^ everlafiing fre, frefor^for the Dtvill andUs 
Angels 9 for T was htmgred, and je gave me too n^at,9cCm 
And thefe Jhall goc away into everlasting fmtifhmentm 
Marke my Argument (my Beloved; from this place* 
' If not fuccourtng, not fupply ing , not folacing, not 
fupporting Gods impoverKhed^imprifooed^oppreflfedl 
people will procure puoiihtnentperpetuall and un(up« 
portable, what will the condition bee of them wha 
have been their crucU opprciTirs i The Apoftle T^nms 

lam.i.13. fairb. They Jhall have iudgementwithont mercy wh^Jhem 

mmercy. The Lord kt thefe confidcracions home 

upon 
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Upon your hearts to affright from opprclfion. 

For rcprthcnfion of 4.fons of offenders againft the Vfi i. 
truth in hand. 

If God [tfomiTe to be the refuge of the oppreflTcd, 
tkea thofe dcfcrve biame^ who imagine that f ecking 
to the Lord in times of trouble is labour in vaine* 
Jtf^ bringeth in the wicked thus breathing their Athei- 
ttica\] conccm.Wiaf is the Jlmigbty thdf we fhimU ferve I*^*^***'^- 
ifim f And wba fr§fitjh0uld t»e have if wt fr^ff unto him?. 
And doubt lefle many among us are of this opiiuon,«g 
their negU A ;^nd (leighting of holy prayer doth unde- 
niably difcover* 

But (my Beloved) our prefcnt imployment dath 
prove that we are better principled^ and our grounds 
are folid and fatisfying {fviz,.) i .Gods proraifc. a .Our 
owne experiences. For the Lord kAth tm faidmht ^^^''^ 
f^ed 0f Jacob, fitke je me in vnine. And we have 
feaped iuch fruit of our prayer$,that we may fay with 
^c Prophet David, We fmgbt the Lord And he htAtdm^ 
jmddeU^jeredui from dll CUT fedrts. : ^^^^ 

2. Mttch more are they worthy (harp rebuke^ 
whofe profanencffe is fo grcar , that they deride thofc 
who under prcflfures and in dayes of dangers^ give 
themfelrcs to prayer* The PfMmifi mentions this, 
as the^pra^ice of Atheifts. Ton have fhMmed the Coun^ ft xa.6. \ 
sell of the fme^ hecMfe the Lord is his Refi$ge. In like 
maiiher, in thefe times, how many doe fcoffe at the 
people o\ God, for their frequency and unwearied- 
adlcln Praycrand Fafting^ expeaing deliverance by 
fuch endeavours. Thus ray ling Rdhjhekeh reproach- ^^.-3 . 
ed HeziekiAh and Ifml , but the Lord ateounted ^ ' 
his language blafphemous» as holy Scoiy doth wii- 
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Let not usbc difcouragcd in improving God our 
Refuge by unccfTant fuiccs, becaufc of mens fcorncs 
anddcrifion : but rathw imitate the ?/i/Wy?> who up- 
on the report of the jcarcs of the wicked in this kindc, 
Pf. 14.7. in the next verfe brcathcth forth prayer. O * that the^ 
Sdl^dMn ^Ifrael vpere amcout of Sion, when the Lerd 
hringeth haekt the uftivitf of his people, Jacob flhiS 
rejoyee md Ifrael (hall be glad. With the cbafigc of 
fome few words> the fame fuit may be feafbnable for 
us« O that the deliverance of England and IreUnd 
were come out oiSjm, when the full Salvation oflrcT 
idi^d^ and the perfed Reformation of Engldnd (hall 
(:ome from Heaven, then Inland (hall rejoyce and 
3!Jirj/4;*|jf iliall be glad. 

^. I\4y Dofltinc checkeththera, who in wayes of 
<l^r«teurc-a>nfidencc betake themfelves unto^tker 
Refbgcs, and not unto the Lord lehovak, Miftake 
me not herein I pray you» for I ^r!S^zAQ not the ufe of 
, ^caoc&XapreVentandiemovctrottble : but tny mca^- 
' ningis, that God aiuft be blefTed^for meines, eyed in 
iQ(;anes, audathimthefouleinufl looke' above and 
•beyond meases/ when moft promifing. 

There are two Rocks upon which men are in danv- 

jgcrto dafh in day cs of trouble, either to tempt God 

by difufirig meanest ortft provoke his Mtjefty byi> 

doli^ingthem : Jttid^ this fecond fin I now reprove, as 

croffc-whettingupon my Text, and dangerous unco 

them who doe commit it* Cur fed ^ he the man thst 

Icf.17. y. f^f^^g^y:. i^ ^^f^^ dfldMskethfiefii his armt^ ondwhBje hean 

, dipariethfi^mthk^f^d. ■ ^ ^ .v: / ^ - . 

Bf««3i.i- ; Wo$mt$ them that goeid^kmita Mgyft fir half t^^ 

^gndjtay on Horfes andtrnfi in Chmits^ heianfe they 

ante m4ny, and in Horfe-mcniecanje thej are very firong. 

Wc 
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Wclookc upon you our Parliament worthies, as the 
Horfc-mcnand Chariots of England^ wc bltiTc you^ 
and wc bltffc God for you, but wc may not, wcdarc 
not depend upon you, left at once wc inccnfc the Al- 
mighty both againft you and our felves. 

4. The ftarpeft rebuke belongs unto them, who 
goe downe into hell for help in dangerous times, who 
rather make the Divell then God their Refuge ; Such 
I meanc who betake thcmfclves unto finfull fliiftsfor 
the procuring of their fafery, when they fee a ftorme 
comming. Such who will take couf fes contradiding 
their confciencejs, their Covenants,their engagements 
both to God and man, to fecure their comforts, to 
fave their own heads. How farre arc thefc men from 
bclceving the truth of my Text, which eels us, that^ ^ 
the Li^dMll be a Refuge for the cfprejfedy 4 Refuge $» 
times cf trBuhle. I fhall wifli fuch pcrfons ferioufly 
to confidcr the word of the Lord. Becauft ye h^vz Bfa.ti.ifi 
fdd voe have made d Covenant mth dedth and mth '^^ 

Jltll dte we at agreement ^ tphen the ever -flowing feourgi 
fbdll fafe through^ it jhaU not eome unto m^ for rre 
have made lyes our RefugCy and under faljhood have we 
hideurfelves. Therefore thu^ faith the Lord, ludgement 
will I lay to the Une^ and righeoufne(Ji to the plummets 
and the- haiie flfalt fn^tfe dwdy the refisge ef Ljti^ dnd: 
the waters jhalloverflowthekdingfUcjt. , 

For {^onfolathn, unto all them, unto whom God Ufl- ^/^ ^- 
dertakestobean helpe and (helten ffappy is he that fl 146.5. 
isth the Godeflztohfor hts helpe, who/e hope is in the 
I^d his God. 

In the ampHfication of thi& Ufci there are twa 
things ufefull to be enquired. 
14 Who may hopefully expc^ helpcfrom Heaven*. 

F 3 2. What. 
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2. Whatconfldcrjtionsconcerning GodtheirRc. 
fugc may make unto thcircomfort i For bf cviiy (ake 
Iwilt not pjflc the bounds ot the 1^6* P/alme m re- 
turning anfwcr unto thctc two demands. 

Firft, God will be their hclpe, who enjoy him as 
their God. This is raanifcft from the '[.'''.and lo'^. 
vcrfes, fVj^/e hope » in the Uri hu GU. TheLeri 
fii4ll rd^ejw ever, even thy Gtd. Now to make 
the Lord our God, it is required that with higbcft 
ellimarioBS, tnoftv^orous affci^onsaiul utmoitco- 
deavouis.we beftow our fclves upon him. That in the 
Scripture phrife, men are faid to make that their god, 
Upoti which the heart flowes forth with the higheft 
Eph.«.». iideotthcfuI!cftatFc<ftions. Hcnccit is that tovetMf^ 
Kiitj.i*' «^iscalled/i»/4/fii,andthe^;»wi(f«arcraidtowrfit< 1 
their bellies t heir gtds. Reflet therefore upwi your I 
fclves moftferioufly and aske your hearts in the pre- / 
fence of the foule-learchingMajefty, what you place 
thehighcfi in your bofomcs, for what you are rcfol- 
vcdtomakcthcgrcatcftadvemutcs : Andifuponex- 
amination you finde that the hotA Jeh»v4h hath the 
throtte, the command in your hreafts and lives, then 
doe not que Aton your intcrcfiin his HighnclTe, as your 
belpc and refuge. 

Secotidly, This FftlwH holdeth forth foure truths 
concerning God, which may adminifter matter of 
muchfwectfoppoitaadjoy uafbthem, who&helpe 
and hope be is. 
m.«, *• His Omnipotency expreffcd in the workc of 
Creation, which mddi Huven md Emh,tbe Bed tmi 
4& that tiurtin it. There Is much marrow in this one 
confideration co refreih a difconfolate fpirit in thefe 
drooping times » I flullMpeyouto ic in five Cor- 
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idaTks or confcqueoccs, which naturally flow from 
tbistiuth, (vidO TIm G$din v^hom $ur hdft lyes made 
Btm^tn mA Eartk^ tU Sed^ ice. 

i« Therefore God can eafily fuccoM aid (afrguard 
biS'people : As ij the nerd of the Lerd were the HeA- . ^ 
^im made, md di the BoaH of them by the hredtb of '^' * 
hk mmb. By his word he cm common d deliver unces 
fir ]acob. CA^dbj j^re^uUng forth hie hands ^ 4S he^^ 
thdtfmmmethM hrmgeth dotom the Pride of iAo^hyAnd 
thefmrefe ^fthe high firtsfhdllheirmgdownei Uylop^ 
d»d hring to the ground. Now the oaotloa in f wim^ 
iflgiseane> not (Irong; for ftrong violent ftroakes io 
the water woisld rather fioke then fupport And 
fherforeby this exprcflion the Holy Gboft would ma* 
nifeft with what £icility he can fobdtie the {touteft ad* 
vetfaries of his Church. 

3« Therefore the Lord can without prepared mzu 
ter raife up his owne defignes. As he made the world 
wirhomanypre-exifleotprinciplesj firfthemade the 
Chd$s out of nothing : and then outof a confufed heap^ 
he framed the curious ftrudure of the wodd^ wberia 
all creatures in an admirable kurmooy fetveeacho* 
then 

^ This pattic^ar brought home to c^r concertnanents 
nay be profitable. Although we looke upon our 7 
felves> as ao unpdiliftied people> to doe any great / 
matter either in Church or Common- wealth. Al- ^ 
thoi^h the Philofopher fay^ Ex nihilo nihil ft, and 
we complain^of felf-nothingoefle^ yet faith tels the • 
foule, that God made the thtngs which dre nowfeent ont Hebai.s* 
pf things which doe not df peart. . 

3 » Therefore the Lord czn accomplifli whatfbever 
he imdeitakgg without aflUtanis, for he had neither 
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toolcs nor co-workers, when he reared the glorious 

fifa.^3.5. Fabrick of Heaven and Earth. WhenfJ^r^ is m htL 
fery none to uphold, then the arme of the Lord brings 
Salvation, Whacthoughthcrebefcw, very few who 
favour the workeof Reformation, in comp^rifoQ of 
the Malignant Party, who oppofe our hopes and wel- 
fare, yet may we pluck up our hearts with comfort 

Ff.114 «• from this confideration. That our helpe fiandetb in tkc 
name of the Lord^ who made Heaven and Earth. 

4* Therefore God can ctfcd his dcfigncs, notwirh-* 
ftanding the vafteftdiftance betwixt the termcs from 
which, and unto which he workes ; for in the Crea- 
tion he wrought from nothing to all things, from the 
Earth v^hich v^as without firme and void, unto the 
perfc(9:ing of the worlds in which worke nothing is 
xlefcc^ive, nothing redundant. We Ibokc at a fetich 
peace with perfe<!l Reformation, as a great, great way 
off, efpying millions of impediments, difficulties and 
oppofii:ionsinthewayonthisfideit:yet this medita- 
tion may encourage. 
. 5 . Therfore the Lord «an dlfpatch his mighty Afts 

Gen.i.|i. fpeedily, Bcr infix day es hccreatedthe Heaven and the 

^ *•*• Earth, with all the bofi of them. 

2. His Fidelity, who keefeth truth fir ever^ ver. 6. 
Our God in whom our helpe is, is a Cpvenant keep- 
ing God. Had the words runne thus, who dealeth f 
with people according to their deferts for ever, 
then our Ihearts might have fainted in us , and our 
• hopes have periflied for ever. But feeing hisMa^ 
)Q^y hath bound himfelfe to keepe truth , the 
truth of the Promifes of his free grace , this con^. 
deration may hold up heart and hope together. When 

Mic 7.2t). 5j,(2q andour owne confcicncescaft in fad di&ourage- 
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mchts, yet wc raay afiimatc our iclvcs by the wor^^s 
\ of the Church unto her God, Ihon wit ferforme the 
I truth unto ]acob> and the mercy to Abraham, vfhich 
thou hdjifivorHe unt$ our Fathirs from the ddjes of old. 

jt The variety of Offices which the Lord under- 
wkcs in the behalfeofhis people, according to their 
/cverall neccflicies^ The particulars fpecified in the 
- Pfalriie Khali only name, without interpretation ot en- 
largement. He e^^ecuteth judgement for the ifpprejfed^ v. 7,g,^. 
givo$h food to the hungry y the Lord kofeth the frifonets. 
The Lcrdopeneth the eyes of the blinde^ the Lord raifeth 
tbemthdtdre ho^ed doipne 5 the Lordloveth the right e^ 
OfiSy the Lord freferveth the firaifgerj he relieveth the 
ffttkrlelje and mdot».» but the W4y ofthemekedhetur- 
mth upjidedown. The fumme of all thefe txprcifiats 
amounts to thus naucbt That the providences ^f the 
Almig tyarealwayes fwcctly and fcafonably cxcr-: 
cifcd for his people, and againft their wicked op- 

preflburs. 

4. The perpetuity of his government. The Ltnfd 
jhall reigne for e^ir, even thy Cod Syon upto dl gt^ 
\ ntrdtions^ yer . i o. Beloved wc know that things went 
I very ill wtthZ/rii^/, whett there arofe up anew King 9ver axo, i>. 
jEgy pt tfiUeh knew not lofeph. And certainly, if the 
bufiocflcs of the world, (hould be trartfaded by any 
. other fupremeauthorijry,thcn of our Gcd tbeLord Al- 
li« mighty, then might oilr condition be deplorable aricl 
miferable. But this is no fmall comfort unto us, that 
the God of (/r 4^/ is the GoAoi Bngl^d^ that his King- 
dome fcill doth and ever (ball rule oven all Kings, 
Commanders, creatures and c'oncerneraents whitfo*- 
ever. 7 he Lord reigmth^Utihe £afth rtjoyce^ Thy God Pf.P7.^* 
<i Syon reignetb unto dl generdtions, praije yee the 
Lordn G The 
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The laft UfCy the Ufe of Exhortation followes, 
wbichistobcdivkJcdinto vatious branches. In the 
profccution whereof I (hall prcflTc y. duties which be- 
long unto all without exception , and afterwards 
{hall mike bold CO diredl one exhortation by way of 
humble Petition imto the worthy members of the high- 
and Honourable Court of Parliament. 

BxhrMm i. To returne praife unto ibe Lord 
Q&r Refuge, for that defence and thofc deliverances 
which hitherto wc have had in^ bun. Nacionall and 
perfonafi experiences fiiould be perufed) a«d for all 
the God ofourfalvationftould be honoured. If we 
of this Kingdome caft backe our thoughts unto late 
piovtdeoceSf wee &1II fee caoife to brcake forth, 
in the words of the Pfsitmift; The^ L^rd remem^ 
PCij^.tj i^ m mot$r Iw^ iHsti, fir hk w$ircj fndtiretBfer 

ever. 

HisMajeftycommandetb and expeAeth glory. P 

Pf5«««5« sfrill deliver thee andtbm jhalt glcrifc me. Yea^hedotii 

abondanrJy dcfcirvc it, for aluhat patieoce, wiiHomej 

goodficffe> pc^iiweratid truth expKfl^d upon us in ow 

continued peace ami fafety. Therefore I pcay y^u, 

. - Gw« mn^me Lord the gl^ dtte mtehisndtM.'' And 

'*•**■ how well may it become us every oncin particular i& 

P^-i??%««i rcfolwwith BiAvld^ I '^i^fi^^f thf fewerf^^ jf« P 

'^* wllfin^ dlMdeftby mep^ in the mormng^ for thw^ 

hafif Inn my defence and refuge in the d^ ^f nty trm^ 

Ue. rnte thee S my ihength wiBlfing^ for God is my de^ 

fmUf and the Goitf my mercy . 

This debt I believe will readily be acknowledged;^ 
but the que^ioti will be, how muft it be pjq^ f 
l^raifes-aw due d«&t, bathawioafl: they bee- ten* 
dcfcd ? ^ . ^ 

It Mjr 
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1, Mysmfwcrisatband, and it (hall be bnt ihott. 
1. God$ fpcciall providence inuft be obfetved and 
proclaimed. TtJhaM c$mc U jafft in the d^j that the 
L$rJjkdU give thee reft jinm thy fcrrow dndficm thy u 
fearts > andjrtm the iard bondage v^kertin thw wait 
made to ferve. That thoujhuldji tdkeup thts Troveri^ 
. &€• How hath the ofprejfour ceafed^ the Lord hath 
broken thefiaffe oj the wicked. Noble Senatours, we 
honour you as cur inflrumcntall^ Saviours in ff great 
degree, and God forbid, butwe(hould ftudy to re- 
quite your laboursand adventures for the Kingdontes 
ivelfare. Yet we muft looke beyond you, and you 
beyond your (elves in adnsiring the nioft high God^ 
in what hath bcene already wrought tinto our admi<- 
ratiom 

t. Our religious vewes muft be performed! Whait 
our vowes were in the dayes of our feare and deepe 
danger our confciences will report, I onely prcflc the 
: payment of this debt. Ojfifr to God thankejgiving ondKiM^: 
fay thy vowts unto the mofi High. Fraife waiteth fir ^^•^y^ 
thee in Syoo> Md unto theejhall the Voiv bee ferfir* 
mid. 

3|. Oar obedience in all the branches of it fhould be 
bettered. PriAicall praifes are the moft acceptable. 
Our lives oiuft witne((e the gratitudeof our hearts : In 
-Ih'is cafe I icannot])fopound a better pateroe for your i- 
mitation then 2>4t//Wa who upon enquiry^ what thank* 
^fiering (I)ould be tendered, breakes forth into t;his 
Refolutioti. / wiU xoalke before the L$rd in the Land PC "^.^« 
\^ftht Uvin^. Wherein three things are obferva- 
Jbleand knitable* 

I. His purpofe to make aprogrcfTe, 7 mil walke. 

t. l)^6kccmyiAhisQWthiBefireth€l$rd {q.d.) 

G a I 
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I; wiM,t?kc every ftcp, undertake every duty, as uodcr 
Gods pureand piercing eye. Alladsofholincflcaad 
righteoufncffe fljall be difcharged as before him. 

3^ The conftjncy of this care. In the land pf the li^ 
"ving (q, J.) Jo long as I live. Such^ pjelcnt of praife 
(Beloved) would please the Lord better then dn Oxe 
cr Bullock {z% the Pfalmift Kath iO that hath both horns 
andhoofesi 

4. Gods publickworflifpfhouldzcaloufly be promo- 
ted. This was the firlt thi«g determined in LMafis his 
' Soiigf upon rhe q/)cxpeAcd contiouance oflfraels (afc- 

^xo.i^i..ty« The Lord is my ftrength and fong^ and rfe is become 
my falvatioff, he is my rocke and I mil prepare htm an 
kabitatm^ ic concerns us all upon the recording o^ our 
perfoviUand National Ddiv <ranGes,tromopprcifions 
either felt or feared,to lay forth oun urmc>ft ftrcngths of 
authority, opportunity, intereftsand abrlity^ both to 
purge and fettle the holy worih p of God, that his 
Mi)efty may enjoy a fixed habitation. with content 
^d glory amongf); us. 

. Exhortation i . To make fure our title unto. God, as 
o«r peculiar refuge and proredion, rhat we may, not 
be reputed intruders, when wefliall have ocfjfion to 
throne: into him for fliclrcr in tempeftuoqs. weather. 
2)42;'^ fuit maybe fcafonable for us all to joytte fn. 

%7t.i* .iethou my firong habitat ion, tohereunto, J- mdy^comin;*^ 
idly refort. . / i 

To quickcn-your care in this kind;. many thicks 
might be mentioned, i. Our dangersvegreac, whe- 
ther we confider pur owne dcfcrvings (xam QckIi or 
thedcfignesandindeavoursof 5jf^»{ edemijCs againft, 

qur .peace and wcl fiire* r 

' h Tl*^ iqfufficictiqr off all Creature fiicc ows, 9nd 
, . . Ihwlters^^ 
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fhc1tcr«, bowfaircand howpromifiogfocvcr. ^^^^^ pf.,*. i(j, 

w 1^ King^ faved by the muUit^dtofaa halt, a migh^ ly. 

ty man h n0t delivered hy much ftrcngth K^n hoffc: 

fs 4 vaine tking for ftfety ^ neither pall he deliver any 

hy bis great fircngth. 

" 3. The Al fuffiocncy that there is in the Lord 

in every kinue to bcftcad every cndargercd 

foulc, which enjoyeth him, as was fully difcovcred 

in the illuftration of this Point now in prokcu^ 

tion, ' .... 

More Arguments T ffiall not need to ofc fo move 
your looking afterthe Lord, th3thcinaybc3riQur Re- 
fuge when ruine is ready to ru(h in upon yx)u«. But to 
guide your courfe that you may poffefle God, as youf 
placeof Defence^ I will commendunto you .3,« (hort 
Dirc<ftions. 

!• Labour by the knowledge and contemplatioi^ 
-of Gods glorious^ incomparable beautiest to let forth 
iloudsof the ftrongcft love upon Him* Becaufe he hath pc^,^ , 
fet his love ufOfprne, therefore will I deltverhm^lmM 

Jtt him on high, becamfe hehatbknowne my name. 

!• Endeavour from adiivity of pure love to his M*- 
jefty^ moreto awe your hearts,, with the fearc of his 
frowne, then ofany> then of all combined oppofitions 
which doe or can furround you. Say ye not a confo ff'fl"*' 
deracy to id thtm fr. lifbom this feo^k faith ^'sonfedtfi 
racy, neither feare ye their fearer tsor beafiaid. Sanffi^ 

^e the, Lerd of H(rfts htrnfelfe^ and la him be *fO«rfeare^ 

fiend let him be^ your dread ; i^ndhejh4tt' be fir a Sanr 

-i$uary^ 

' 1?. Seekc to be enriched with that righteoufocflfc 
which is rruly EvangclicalL For Salomon aflbres us, . 
lh9Lthe nime efthe. Lord is ajker^. I^er^ "and jthat p*q,i,j^ , 

...... . ,*,...- ^ 
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the ri^httom runneth int0 it 4»d is fafc ( w fet aloft. J 
Now if you aske ine> who aft righteous according to 
the Gofpcls conftruaion ? 

I rcturnc ahf wer, frojnthedefcripriongivcnof^^^ 
^ •'•^' thatjzndEliza&cth. They mre loth right ($H4 before^ 
Cddf rvMing i» aS the Cemmaniiments dttJ OrdiftM* 
ces of the L^rd hlamelejfe. From which tcflim(Miiall 
chree notes of GoipeU^rightcoufneflre coay be fug« 
gcfted. 

I. The rule regiulatlng their courfcj is that whicb 
Ged bath ammdtukd and erddned, 

i. The latitude of cheir obedience, which in their 
ay me and endeav€A»'s is as large, as Law divine. They 
miTidCcmmdndemei^ts and ordinMtices, jedallCommM* 
dements sndOTdiftsnas^ ^ 

3. The continuation of this ceurfe. They did toit 
only inpiff and then take atunteinithe way of obedi- 
ence, butt hey weieperfons wdkifs^y fucb who held 
on in obediential! refereoces unto God t 

In tfaefe thir^> I befeech you, beflow y«ur beft 
^ houresandabiHtteSi evenasyoudoede(ire> that dbe 
l4rd IthivaJlf may be your Rqisge in the times ofirm^ 
iU, in the fiafiits efdifirefe. 

Mxhmatieit 3. -To improve our propriety in God 
\ (having made htm our Refuge) forfafety in ftormy 
^d pNenlous tidies. I;ibckildnociieedt6pu»rrwadfftilis 
pradice. If ielf-lovc was rightly ordered in m. k^wg 
our felvesy both greatly need the Almighty,; m^ 
might reape abundant fruit by making improvement €tf 
him. The unreafonable creatures, by a oaturall in- 
ftin6k,betake tbemfelves unco placc!^ of defence^ when 
>dangers doe threaten them. 
fr.io4«i8 • hi^binls m d refuge fir tk wide G$0M$ 4^ 
the R0ckes fir the Cenye/f. ^ We 
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Wckncwbyobfcrvation, that the little Bees will 
haft to ihcii Hives, and the P'geons will flock ro their 
holes, when the fiormeis rifing. I will forbeare to en- 
large this Exhoftation, either by Gods Precepts and 
Piomifcs, or by the pracftifcs and experiences of itis 
people^ taking this courfe in all ages. 

Thisunto me is a commanding Argument, that wc 
fliallinagrcat degree talic Gods name and excellent 
cies in vaine, if we labour not to live upoa them by a 
fruitefuU nnpK>vemenr, and fe.confeqiwsitly, wefliaU 
atonce^ both difpIeafdanddifliondurGod^ and datm 
liifie and endanger our fclvest 
, IfyottdemaM> how you (hould make your ufe of 
Cod, as yow incomparable Refugee" I (hall dire^ you^ 
UfiCO P4wV for an Anfwcr, i • Tr^fi in himAt aU times ^ KSi:^ 
yi fi^fJe, 9, foare 0M y0^r heart l^ori kirn, C(^fidjli^ 
fngif^rm. Sclab* 
, Firft, by tiue truft in God, we betake our fel ves bik 
to him as aCaftleof Defence. The words immedi^, 
arefy lotto wing my TeiK declare thiis much. K^nd. pr^^ie; 
rApjf thskww *fejf Mm€ v^lkf^ their trufi m thee, fir\ 
tlm Lerdhafi nepfarfahn them whe^ feeke thee. ^ Sue far 
X¥ho ai^rehend furefafety to be had la God, ?hey 
wiH: fecke him, by placi/ig their affiance in him. Th^ 
praftice of T>Avid makes this more apparant r for he 
by way ofapp*afirt?{fidn» fpeaki&gthus of God, My ^^-M^t; 
FittHp'i my high 7p^* And my deliverer , mf Shitldr 
C he^deth ) abA irk tphm^ I trufi. ^ As by diffidence 
t^rpule.keepesatadiftaiicelromGod> lobyconfi* 
^ncdwcdrawmg^uatohini. , 
. Mow toencourage your fiduciall apjproachcs untt> 
God, I will only mention 3. things, which yourfelves 

nntft enlarged apply uotoyQW owft hearts feri^ufly. 
1 I. Con- 
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1. Confidcr the irrc fiiiablc and immutable fticngth 
Efaa6.4. of the Lord. Trujl ye in the Lord fir ever, fir in the 

Zord Jehovah is everUfiingfirength. 

2. Acquaint your fclvcs with precious Prcmifes, 
whereby his Ma jefty dcfires to draw the difconfolatc 
foule unto him. Ged mlling n^ire 4b»nd4n$ly ujherp 

^J^ ' '"^ n'^tto the hey res 0f Promifi the immuulnltty $f his.C$Mn^ 
fell^ confirmed it hy OAth^ thdt ipe might b^vc ftreng 

J*' tf 10 ^^^f^^^^^^^f ^h$ hdi/e fiedfir refuge^ to Iff hold ufof$ 

11. *' ' fhebofe fet kfire hs. In the Lord (faith T>4vid) I 
wfll fraifi his toordj in the Lord I wiBfrdifebis wordj 
in the Lord I have put my trnfi. 

J, 'Review and husband your experiences of Gods 
proreSing providence in times paft. In the day when' 

:%^uck.xu Cod had delivered David fiom the hand of aU his one- 

^^^ fhies, and from the hand of Saul , f hiis ht fpejiltw^ 
The Lord is my Rocke and my Fortreffe^ and my Deli- 
verer. The God of my Rocke , in him I wiS trnfiy 
&c. 
' ' ^' Secondly, l>yholyl*raycr we haft unto God for 
hclpcin times of trouble ■ / cryed nntp the i^^f faith 
David) I fdd thou art my. Refuge^ Oittend stnto tnj 

* •'^*'** ^rjf. Deliver me from my Terfecmtours. Here for the 
guidance of your prayersry ou Hiay take notice #jf theic 
SriefeDirc<aioTiSf 
'' * I. Your cryes tnuft be cordialU aftd not ortl V vo- 

^fij/.t- ^'^* P^^^ ^^^y^^ hearts hefofe him. \^ni Uft nf 
afrayer (faith ffezohah) It will nor be lufficitm to 
fay a Prayer fas the world is wont to expreilc it> or- 
to word it before the Lord, Ihjc we fliould rather heart- 
it before God in holy prayer^that we jnay receive help 
from him in times of need. = 

2. Your hearts mud behav6themfelvahiiml>lybe« 

fore 
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fore ihc throne of grace> when you pctitioo dclivc 
ranee ftom the devouring opprcfTours. lerdtbeu bafi f. 10.17, 
heard the deftre ofthehumbki thu wilt frepare thctr hearty »^- 
thcu mit eaufe thine eare to beare. To jud^e tbefatkcrleffe 
.smd the effrejfed, that the man of the Earth may no more 
^ffrtjfe. ^ 

5. The fotilefliould have fincerc references, totlic 
glory of Godwin feeking felfo-fafety • Thus l>afvtd de- 
firing deliverance from many mighty Perfecutors, he 
adds. Bring mj fouU out effrtfin, that I majfraije K 
thy Name. ?• 

4. Plead the wickednefTe of them who doc op- 
prcffe and would dcvoure^, Thej gather themfelves t§. f^^^t *'^ 
gether againft the fenle of the righteotu, and eondemnc 

the innocent Uoud^ hat the Lord it my Defence and my 
Ced is the Socke of my R^fuge^ and he [haM bring npofo 
them their mne iniqmtyy and fhaB cut them off in their 
ewne mckednejfe, yea the Lord onr Cod (haucnt them 

off. ^ 

5 . Wait upon Cod un weariedly and refolve to con* 
tinttepraying> whatfoevcr dclayes, checks, or oppo* ^ , 
iicioDs may encounter you. In thepadow of thy mngs ^^^"^^ 
mS I make my refuge^ untiR thefe calamities he ever^ 

fafi. 

3icaafe of his firength I f^iUwait ufon thee^ far God 

is my Defence. And certainly if we rightly confider ''•***^* 
J . pur diftance from God in worth and degree. i.Our 
dependance upon him, together withour undone con- 
dition if he dcfert us, we (hall rarry the Lords leifurt, 
anending uponhis Ms jefty , for the anfwer of pur fup- 
plications > when befieged with dangers on every 

fide. 
Mxhortatten 4t To call o£PaU coisaidly feares of 

H our 
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our opprcflTaurSj howpDtcnr, palitick and prevailing 
Cocvcr they be. The propic of God have frequcndy 
f i,» gathered courage from this confidcration. Trul^ my 
fm^k waiteth ufon God, jrBmhifndommtfh my fdvati^ 
M, He only h my Rooke and mj SalvaffM ,. be is my 
defence I Jhall not be greatly moved. Hov^ Ung mil yet 
imagine mifchiefe againji 4 mxn^ fe Jhall tefiaine aH $f 
. y9%, as. a hmng tvall jhall yt bc^ a^d (fs a tmerif^ 

«r.45.i. God^is ear Refuge andfirengthy a vtry frefent hel^ 

»^j,7jX h ^^ trofible . Therejore mil not wefeare though thi Earth 

be removed^ and though the mtountaines be carried in* 

so the mid ft of the Seat thoisgh the waters thereof roare 

a»d bt troubled, though the U^Mntaines jhake mtb the 

fwillin^ therof &p. The Lord of Hofts is with us^ tfn 

GodoflzQohis our Refuge^ Selah* 

^ Through wani of time, I dare not adventure upon 

the amplification of this Ufe. Therefore I crave leave 

for your hclpe and heartening againft the fcarc of Op- 

preflbrs^ to Improve onely one Scriprute, which I 

sra.5s.1tj conceive very pcriineni: and profitable. /, even I am 

**• he that comfdrteth you, who art thou that thou^^ Jhouldefh 

bt^aidofa man that Jhall dye^ and of the fan ofmJn 

which Jhall be made as grafe^ and forgetteft the Lord 

thy maker J that hath ftretched forth the ffeavens , and 

' laid the foundations of the Earthy and hafl feared contU 

nually every day, becaufe of the fury of the Offrejfour^ 

as if he were ready w deftroy , and where is the fury ^fthe 

Opprefor,6cc. 

Inthefe words, the Lord by his Prophet checking 

and chiding his timerouspeople> dothcounfell theai 

to feeke the conqucft of their difmaying fcarcs, by 

comparing himfelfe their Go4> wich Cheir foriousop- 

. ][»cfl0urs. r i,-Tb9ugh 
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1. Though they be ouropprcflburs, yet his Majc- 
ftyis ourcotnfsrter. And is not the God of all coofo- 
lations more able to chcare us^ then all mea are to 
dilhearten us^ 

3. They in their bcfl ftrength are but dying men and 
witheriog grade % butheistheAlmi|bty^ thealLma^ 
Mm God> whofe omnipotency and independency is 
fumciently difcovered by firetching forth the Hea- 
yens, and by laying firm the foundations t>f the Earth. 
And our necdfities cannot poffibly put him upon a 
more difficult fcrvice for our Deliverance. 

I . Although they feeme ready to deftroy>at on Ar* 
my at hand to devoure : yettcmember that your Sa^ 
lAoMthxhtLtrdfifffffis, who commands and orders '*''•**' 
all Mattiall forces in the world? who can found a re- 
treat and call them c^by one word in a moment. 
When we fpeake of Armies on Land> and ftrength oo 
the Seas prepared againft us j What though Papi(b> 
AtheiflsandDivels were in combination to deftroy 
us, yet the Cener^ifftmc who roanlgeth all forces and 
maketh all motions? IstheLotdof Hdls our maker^ 
our comforter. 

4. If our tremblings tnifgtviog hearts fhall objeA 
ihe ruines wrought in /r«/W, asoccafionstoincreafe 
dejeding fears: we ftouldfepell them, by reminding 
experiences of Gods former famous a^ for his fer- 
vants fafcty, when in much deeper danger? /i<w//&<^ *«*»^ 
Zifrd thj Cod vpbo divided the Sm, vrboji naves ttuk- 

Ted. That was ifr/uls experience wWch is on tecord in 
holy Writ for our encouragement. We may add ftoni 
iGods difpenfations inthis Kingdome. Who in the 
yeare Eighj-Bighf funke and fcattercd the Spanifh 
Navy called invincible? Who broke the neckeofcha 
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Popifh poudcr-plof, aad brought to light thofc under 
ground workings of the traiterous> bloudy Papifts^f 
And who lately cotnpofed the dangerous differences 
bctwixi EnglMidtn^ Scotland^ which threatened the 
defolation dt both Kinsdomcs i Renrember this 
God is your Refuge, andtherefore be of good courage 
and feare not the fury of the oppreflburs^ though in ap« 
pearance ready to deftroy. 

Exhort aticf^ %. To move usall CD make ufe of our in- 
tereft in Godwin thebehalteof our opprcfTed Brethren* 
You know that we are bound to love our Neighbours 
asourfelvesy and to pray for them as for our felves; 
therefore my Inference istiot forced>but natural!. 

I (halt be very ihort (as ft raights of time command) 
in this Exhortation^ wherein I have bleeding, op- 
prclTcd irelMnd principally in my thoughts, and tne 
rather becaufethe iad troubles of our &ountry-men 
and Brethren there^isonechiefeoccafion of our Con* 
gregating thus iblemnely to feeke our God this 
Pay. 

Good Nehemiah may be propounded as an exccU 
lent patteroe both to quicken and to direct this duty. 
He having imelligencey that the lewes were in great 
afBldion and reproach, and that the wall of lem/aUm 
alfo was br(>ken downe, and the gates thereof burnt 
Ncb.i-4* with fire. // C4met0fajjfe (faith he) iphen JheArdtbeje 
w^dsf that I fat downe and mft and mourned certmm 
V^cs^ anh fdfieh anifrajti teftre tht gH of Heaven. 
This holy man was warme m worldly refpcfls, being' 
well placed and refpeded in the Court of a great Kii^, 
he was in the Palace of a Prince in profperityi at a 
great difUnce from danger » though Jtrufalem was. 
diftrcflcd; yet you fee hisurongaffe^ ods> you reade 

his 
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his religious ))ra^icc^ in both which wc are bound to 
make imitation, JRcm^er them that are w hond^ Htb.ij.j, 
(faith the Ap'^ftlcJ as hoMd with them^ and them 
which fufftr ddverjitj, as being your fel/ues alfo in the 
hdj. In which words our duty is both ftrongly ur* 
gcd and well guided. You muft remember ihem, as 
icing y BUT felves in the hdj {q. d.y bccaufc you arc 
fclbw- members with them in thcfame myfticall bo^ 
dy '( as fome interpret ) or fas othen^ judge) feeing 
your felvcs are yet in the body, natures frame notbe^ 
iDg yetdiffolvcd^ you your felves are expofed to th^ 
lii^fufFcriogSi and therefore ibould Chriftianly re^ 
member them. But will a fleighty/ wordy minding 
of them befufficient i No, (faith our ApoftJe) you 
muft feelit)g]y miode them^ as thei^h your (elves 
perfonally ihared in their fufiferings, or at your fel ves 
wottlddefireiobe remsmbred if in their fad condir 
lion. 

This imploy mem is excelleolly pel fwaded by kif\g 
Dan;id In the taa.Pfalme. i. Becaufc hereby we 
iha|l at oficcboth evidence our fpirituali love and inte- 
reft oib: felvcs in Gods Promifipto undertake our perfb^ 
nail welfare. Pfdyfir the feace ef lerufalem, they* BC.iii.$. 
JhaB ft9f^er that Iwe thee^ t. By his ownc pract- 
ice. For thiswashisrequeft in reference to leru/alem. 
r^a^e. he vntbin thy waffs, and fr$Jperity within thy Pa* ^*^* 
laies^k s • Becaufc of our oeare relar ion unto t hem> 
whofeconditioncalleth for our prayers. FormyBre^ ytuz. 
then assdcomfanimt fskes^ I will now fay peace be within^ 
thee. 4. Seeing the Religion and worflbip of God 
is there pTofeffcd and pra^tced. Becaufe of the hotsft ^'-^ 
of the Lord my Cod I mil feeke thy good. How tully 
all theic Arguments fe^ch us in reference onto dittra. 

. Hj acd 



/ 



54 A Sermon preached at the late Fafi 



dcd, didrcflcd JreUnd, I humbly rcfcrrc it to your 
confidcrations. ^ 

But you will fay unto me, wherefore doc you thus 
perfwadeus i Doe you not fccwc arc here with you 
to pray for Ireland. And is ther« not a monthly Faft 
appointed, that prayers may be continued ^ All this 
I thankfully ackilowlcdgc, both blefling God for this 
acrcy,and honouring the Kings Majcfty^with the Ho- 
bourablc Court of Parliament, for their rcKgious care 
herein : Yetitismydaty tolay the weight of Scrip* 
ture authority upon your confciences, that you may 
contcJentiouuy and affe6tionatdy bellow youf feives 
in fecret daily, as in publick weekly, monthly in pray^ 
^rs for your oppreflcd Brethren* 

But is this all that you have to fay f I anfw^r.No, 

Thet e are two duties ro be added unto ow prayers, 

without the addition whereof, our prayers for IrelMd:^ 

will be leffe fucceifefull for it, andlene comfortable 

to our fclvcs* I. We muft repentingly rcturne unto 

fhe Lord from the evill of our wayes. Both Nebe^ 

mJf and Darnell todkc this courfe^ when they fought 

1011.4* J, die Lord for i/r4f/. The Lord dircded /»^/ friends, 

to crave his prayers, promising to accept kirn in their 

bchalfe. . And the Prophet feel calls for hearrhumi- 

liation and converfioo, before he direds this fup- 

locl»,i», plication. Spare fhj feeple 6 Lerd^ and give not thine 

*i*»7* heritage ie repreach, that the Heathen jhenld^ule ever 

them, wherefore jheuld theyfaj among the people, where 

itrhr ' ^t^^^^ ^^d. The Rcafon whereby He:{ekiah moves 

g^ ' ^^ his people to repent is rcmarkeable. For if ye turne 

^aine unto the Lordly eur hrethrenjhaU fnd^ompaf ten. 

2n We muft contributeour beft aJSiftance in all kinds, 

jtpcording as God gives power and opportunity, for 

their 



^< 



^i 



before the Commons HoufeofFarlkmenu 55 



1 i 



their telicfc and dclivcraDCc. Thus^did Nehmi^ 
in trading every Talent with which divine provi- 
dence had tnifted him, for Ierufalem$ welfare: He 
improves his fevour with the King, |ind imployes 
authority received by commiflion from him for the 
common good ; he workethi watcheth, warreth, 
comraandab, encouragetb, threatncth,puniflieth.c^r.^ 
that he might be fcrviceable* In like manner ihauld ^ 
we for Irtkndy confulr, command, contribut^e, un- 
derwrite, encoijragc others or adventure our felves, 
according to our feverall ftations and abilities, as the 
Lord (ball be pleafed co goe before us by his leading 
providence. And truely, there is no more fincerity 
of heart in our fuits^ then there are fuitable endeavours 
in our lives> to efe^ and accomplifh what we pray 
fbn 

From thefe general! exkorcatidns which cencernc 
all, I now proceed unto that, which more peculiarly 
appertaineth onto you Right Honorable, whofe fer- 
vant I am, in my prefcnt imploymenf. Give your 
fervant leave I pray you, to perfwado, to petition 
your imitation of Godi inbecomming a Refuge t$hm 
0pfrejfed people in the times $ftrwbk. The Lord is 
a Rcfiige both oifcnfive and defenfive> offenfive un- 
' tothcoppreflbrs, defcnfive uato the opprcflcd* And 
it will be your honow, in both to be imitators of 

him. 

From God our Tower and Fortrefle, our Caftle of 
defence, there are battering Canons difchat^ed, 
thunder and lightning fcattered, terrible judge- 
ments ( I meane ) denounced' againft oppreflTors^ 
The Lord undertaking the pfofperity and eftabIi(b-< 
rocnt of his people, addcth; l//^^^ / ir^ f mf ^if icf.|o,»oi 

thdt 
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tb^ Bffrtjfahem. And ofChrift this was pro phcti- 
pf.71'4. caily torctold. He Jhdlt brenkt in feeccs the opf refers. 
Right Honourable, I pcciTc not rigor, butrigbtcouf- 
ncflc. Neither do€ 1 take upon my felfc, thcbold- 
flcflc in perfonall cafes to counfcll you. God hath 
made you wife, and my prayer isi that your zcale 
aad courage may be anfwerable. But my zealefor 
Cods glory and your honour, makes me bold to tell 
you, that there are many, who reproachfully fay, 
1 tw )htp ymr teeth , hf jeudce not kte. For my part, 

I (lull only ireade to you, two quotations out of fa* 
cred Scripwrc, the one fu^gefts the comfort ef 
doing judgement, the oth«r intimates the danger of 
Kal lit* B^gJ'^^^^f* ^ have done ]uft ice Antti$^gtment^ leave 
iii^ihu me not to mine ofpre(fors. Be fur etj for thy fernjant fir 
good, let mt the proud ofprejfe me. Tbmfmh the Lord, 
I Km.x6, j^fg^j^ if^0j^fj^^ let gH out of thy handy a man vfhom 

1 apfoimed to utter deftrnSHon : there fire thy Jifi (hall 
goe for his Itfe^ 

But my p rincipal 1 arrand is to requeft you,to labour 

Bfa. 1^4- fobelikeyourGod,inbccommingii^tft/^r#«;r/^i»^^^fli 

^hefaeeefthef^oyUrs From my Text I prefTeGods 

Amot^* owne pr^^ice. The Lord execnteth righteou/ne/e and 

mos s^f j^jg^^gpf f^j, 4// fif^f ^^ Qfprefed. He flrengthneth the 

Jpoyledagasnfithe firong And this was propbecied con* 
2ach.9.«. ccrniugChrifts care of his people. JV^ off refer fhaUf^e 
throngh them any more. Yea this is reported in the com- 
mendation of the Lord }e(uS; thar while as man he a- 
bode on Earth , He mnt about doing goadj^ealing all that 
Aft. 1048 were ofpreffed. 

Thefe 4. Considerations following may fervc fur- 
ther and more forcecibly tp fet oa my prefent 
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I. Ibcfruicsofopprcffion upon particular pcrfons 
oppreilcd arc very grievous. Surely \{o\xh Salomon) EccL^f. 
eff region wdketh a wife mafi mad. Into what extremi- 
ties and confufions are many ai this day apt to lur.nc 
put, bccaufe bitten, or rather tornc with the teeth of 
Prclaticall oppreflours. And I am confident that the 
likclicft way tohcale our breaches, and to compofc 
our difFercnces,is the removal of our oppreflions. And 
Salomon thus againe expreflcth himfelie. / ctmfidcred ^^. ^^ 
all the opfrefiMS thaf are done under the Sunne , and 
heboid the teares offuch as rpere opfnjfedy and they had 
vo ccmforterj and on the fide of their offrejfours therc^ 
rpos fowery but there was no Comforter. Wherefore I 
fraifed the dead which are already dead^ more than the 
livtng which are yet alive. Many in this Kirgdome 
have dyed many deaths undertheyron hands of hea- 
vy opprcflTours, and tiuely many thoufands of us (hall 
dye many thoufand times more, except you relieve 

» * 

us* 

. 2 , The danger of the Kingdomc is no Icflc then der 
jTolation, except you our State Phy fiti ons apply time- 
ly plaiftcrs to heale our breaches, by eafing us of our 
oppreflions. For thus bath the LordofHoftsfaid. Hew '^'^'^ 
yeedowne Trees ^ and ca(i a Uliount againfi Jerufalem, 
ihis is the City to be vifited^ fhe is wholly offrepon in 
the mtdjt of her. The people of the Land have ufed J*^;*^',. 
ifprepon^ have exercifed robbery y and have vexed the 
foore and needy, yea they have opprejfed the ff ranger 
ifrongfully. x^nd I fought for a ma^n among them that 
Jlumld make up the hedge, &c. but ifiundnone. There- 
fare have I powred ouf tpine indignation upon themy J 
\ have confamedthem with the fire of my wrath. \ 

X. ThofcdiawdowhcthewrathofGodui 

I OWft 
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owne heads, who having power in their hands, con^ 
tinuc carcleffc in endeavouring the telicfe of the op- 
Icr.u«ia. prefled. O bonfe <y^David, thus faith the Lerd. D^- 
Uvirhim that ts (^ijUd mt of the hand of the Offref^ 
four^ leH my fnrj ^oe out like fre^ and hurne that m$$i 
ean qnench it. 

4, By labours of this kinde, you fhall promote the 
honour and profperity both of our King and this King- 
Iee.ix.},4 dome* Deliver the J^^jled out of the hand of 
the ^preffofff, &c. -F^ if yi doe this tkngy indeei^ 
then pail there enter in b^ thi gates of thishoufe^ ^^^gs 
fitting ttpon the throne of David, riding in Charktsarid 
pnhorfis, he and his Servants. 

The equity of this Exhortation I am confident wilt 
beconffcffed : bat enquiry may be made. What t 
meane by the opptelHons,. from which the Partiamenc 
^onld deliver us. 

I anfwer, we groane and lye grovelling uader ifift^ 
ny opprcffing Grievances, both in the Church afkl 
Commoa-weahh, yet coafideritig my catHng, it will 
not fo well become me,to particularise our Civill prejf- 
f ores, neither need I bcftow ary words that way, fee- 
ing your felves have giveti us abundant caufe to ac- 
knowledge that you have taken exad: notice of theoi. 
Butfeeingloades which are laid upon mens ci3nfcien-* 
ces arc moft proper for me to conlplaine of, futfcr me, 
I pray' you, feelingly dnd faithfully to fpr^ad fome or 
them before you. 

i« Sub&ription urged upon dt Gradaatfcs in both 

i Univerfities, aftd upon all men entente into the Mini-' 

fiery is itn heavy op(MrellSon. (Miftakemehor, for I 

meane not SubfcripHon according to the Statdte of 

the 15; of Qicenc iUx^detb, VirhiCh is to^ thofe Ar- 

tides. 
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tides which onely concerae the Coafcflien of the 
true Faith) and the Do^krioe of the Sacraments ; but 
I intend the Subfcription contmonly called and 
Ifiowne by uhe n^me of the Bijh^fs Si^fififMn.^ 
By reafon hereof^ many young men of promifiog 
pfurts and well ripened hopeis^ are driven from the 
Itudy of Divinity J from the workeef the Miniftery, 
becaufe not able to get over tbii block And moft 
in the Uiuver(itie$> at kaft thole who take the de- 
jgreeof Batchdoursof Arts,afc nec^tated to fub- 
.fcribc,th€wf4v€skpQW n^rtowhat, indfo through 
jgnoranqe miferab}y enfnqre their owxie coAfcienccs> 
as many fad experiences witnefTc 

2. The ^elltog of the old Ceremonies in divine 
AdannifiratioQS upoq pain of Sufpenfion, Silencing, 
Deprivation and Excommunication. How miany 
4lcare unco God are hrr^by deprived erf* feme facred 
Ordinances i How many able Mimflersof the Got 
fell have hereupon loft both liberty and livings, and 
their Families expofed to waefull penury < How ma« 
ny Congregations have beene deprived of ^heir pain, 
full PaftQUTS i How many of^^r deare Country, meti 
both Preachers and others, have within few yeares 
laft paft, been compelled to leave this Kingdome the 
j^lace of their natiyity. And certainly the continuing 
off his Grievance is the more inexculabie, becaufe the 
tnofl: moderate meo who plead for thefe Ceremonies, 
hold them things indificrent, and fay they are^ pelira- 

^. Conniving at aQ ignoranr, Idle^erroneous, kan- 
daious Miniftery. Under this head 1 coiziplaine of 
lourc forts of Cleigy*ni$n(commonIy fo call^) beir^ 
^eayy iHurdiens to the Church of Chrll^. 

la I. Blind 
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1 . BKnd Sec rs, who know not Hcarcn-way , dijmb 
dogs which cannot barkc. 

2. Idle droancs, who either preach not at ally 
or very feldome , or fruklefly without care and 

ftudy^ 

3 . Mif-guiding Guides. Men Scbifm atical I and Hc- 
reticalU who fet poyfon inflead of wholesome food 
before their people. 

4. Men fcandalous^who plucke downe more with 
their foule hands^ thentbey buUd up with their faire 
tongues. Under this bead I may place Non-reft- 
dency> which breeds and feeds a Miniftcry > ignorant 
idle, erroneous and licentious. 

4. The fearefuU abufe of that high Ordinance of 
Godt a Sacred 04/^,amongft all raokes and conditions 
of people in the Kingdome. In the Oniver(ities^ the 
GathofOlfi*r/V»/^/wtoobrervc the Statutes of the 
Vnivcrfity , which not one of many hundreds ever 
know.The Oathes of (everall Officers both in Church 
and Common-wealthy which although I cannot fp^ 
cifie, yet it is my hearty requeft thattbey may be pcr- 
.ilfed> topreventtheprofanatioaof Gods name> and 
the enfnaring of many thoufand foulest 

5« In regard of Church-cenfures. The dreadfull 
fentence of Excommunication is often paifed and ex- 
ecuted upon perfons for fmall offences^ yea for ads 
not evilU and (which is moft horrible) for doing that 
which both God and theneceffities of their own fools 
require* It is a burthen intollerable^ that* men ftould 
be cafl: out of the Congregatiori of Gods peoplci ba- 
oifbed from his publick worfliip> and delivered up to 
Satan for non-appearance at tbe Cathedrall Court>fer 
buyingi fellings or working oa an idle holy-day^ yea 

for 
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for going out of their ownc Parlftics to hcarc a Sermon 
orrcpcating Sermons and prayingwirh fomc Neigh- 
hours in thdrownc Families. 

And on theother hand,it is nofmall Gricvance,both 
to godly Minifiers and their people, that thofc who 
arc the true Officers of Chrift in his Church.havenoc 
authority to kecpe them who are palpably ignorant 
and notorioufly, fcandalowfly profane, from the Sa- 
crament of the Lords Supper. 

6. ThcoppofitionmadeagainftthepowerofRcIi- ... 
gion, jsagricvousoppreflion. When fuch who arc 
forwardcrinholycourfcsthcnothers, arcderideidand t ■ 

difcouragcd by rcproachfull names, yea molcfted and 
perfecutcdfor frequenting the Ordinances of grace, 
Whither publike or private, for the building up of 
ihcir foules in Chrift, 

And I humbly commend this to your confidefarion, 
Trhither the Prelattcall Government hath not bin th<! .. 

tootofall, orCatIcaft)ofalrooftalhhcrcopprcffion$. 
For my part, I profcflc that, I cannot expeifl a compleat 
. deliverance from theIc,andothcrlikcoppreffipns, but 
by the extirpation of that frame. 
. Right Honourable, you have done much, yea very 
imuch for our cafe already, wc arc fcnciblc that mahy 
heavy burthens are taken offour backs, which cruftied 
us gritvoufly heretofore : anH-for that rclicfc which 
wc have rccccived wc blcflTc God, wc honoar our ' 

Kingandyou. And I now heartily intrcat and incou- 
rage the perfcfting of that which'you have To worthily 
begun. Wheni'jwisietupinbcauty, adorned and 
flrengthened with her watch-Towers and Officers, 
thcnGtf.^ will k hevfuemhtrFaldeesferaRe/u^e. pf.48.j. 

Great joyeshavcbinraifcdtQOUt hearts by under- 
/ 3 > ftan- 



